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THE CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

BY-LAW NO. 2022-1021

Being a By-law passed pursuant to the provisions of Sections 17, 21 and 22 of the Planning
Act, R.S.0. 1990, as amended.

The Council of the Corporation of the Township of Johnson, in accordance with the provisions of
Sections 17, 21 and 22 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, as amended, hereby enacts as follows:

1. Amendment No. CIP 1 to the Township of Johnson Official Plan, consisting of the attached
explanatory text is hereby adopted.

2. That the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to make application to the Region of Durham
for approval of Amendment No. CIP 1 to the Township of Johnson Official Plan.

3. That the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to proceed with the giving of notice under
Section 17(23) of the Planning Act.

4. This By-law shall come into force and take effect on the day of final passing thereof.

Enacted and passed this 15" day of June, 2022.

Signed:

Reg McKinnon, Deputy Mayor
CORPORATE SEAL OF
MUNICIPALITY
Signed:

Glenn Martin, Clerk



CERTIFICATE

AMENDMENT NO. CIP 1
TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON
OFFICIAL PLAN

The attached explanatory text constituting Amendment No. CIP 1 to the Township of Johnson
Official Plan, was prepared by EcoVue Consulting Services and was adopted by the Council of
the Township of Johnson by By-law No. 2022-1021 in accordance with the provisions of Sections
17, 21 and 22 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, on the 15%" day of June 2022.

Signed:

Reg McKinnon, Deputy Mayor

CORPORATE SEAL OF
MUNICIPALITY

Signed:

Glenn Martin, Clerk

This amendment to the Official Plan of the Township of Johnson which has been adopted by the
Council of the Township of Johnson, is hereby approved in accordance with the provisions of

Sections 17, 21 and 22 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990 as Amendment No. CIP 1 to the Official
Plan of the Township of Johnson.

Date
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Planning Report

To: Mayor and Council, Township of Johnson

Sarah Bale & Kent Randall (EcoVue Consulting)
Township Planning Consultants

’

From:

Subject: Community Improvement Plan (CIP)

Municipal
File No.: N/A
EcoVue
File No.: 2172235

Date: June 10, 2022

1.0

2.0

Recommendations

That Council receive the report dated June 10, 2022 from EcoVue Consulting Services
regarding a final Community Improvement Plan (CIP) for the Township of Johnson;

That the final Community Improvement Plan (Appendix A) be received and reviewed by
Council;

That Council adopt and approve the proposed amendment to the Official Plan for the Township
of Johnson (Appendix B) to revise the Community Improvement Policies in Section 3.21 and
Schedule ‘A’ to allow a re-designation of the entirety of the Township as a Community
Improvement Area (subject to any public comments received); and

That Council approve the By-law (Appendix C) to designate the Township of Johnson as a
Community Improvement Project area and to authorize the adoption of the Community
Improvement Plan (CIP) (subject to any public comments received).

Background

EcoVue Consulting Services was retained to assist the Township of Johnson with drafting and adopting
a Community Improvement Plan (CIP). In August of 2021, EcoVue received direction from staff and
Council to draft a CIP based on a variety of funding incentives that the Township was interested in
providing, in an effort to promote economic development. In February and March of 2022, EcoVue
Consulting conducted a public survey to gather input from the community regarding local barriers to
economic development and to gather feedback regarding these potential financial incentive programs.
On March 30, 2022, EcoVue Consulting hosted a Public Open House to share the draft CIP as well as
highlights from the public survey. The draft CIP was revised with respect to any comments received
from Township staff, Council and the public, and the final draft was released for public comment on
May 30, 2022.
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This report has bheen prepared to provide:

a) an understanding of the purpose and benefits of a CIP;
b) an understanding of the policy context for CIPs;

c) asummary of community input gathered through a community survey and open house; and

d) an overview of the draft CIP.

This report has been prepared for Council’s consideration in order to provide context, and to assist
with Council making an informed decision regarding the adoption of a CIP for the Township of Johnson.

21 Community Improvement Planning

Community Improvement Plans (CIPs) are tools available to municipalities in the Province of Ontario
for community revitalization. The purpose of a CIP is to ensure the vitality and viability of the Township
by stimulating and supporting growth in local businesses, employment and tourism by establishing
programs that will promote private sector investment and revitalization. The main outcome from
adopting a CIP is the availability of grants for property owners interested in updating or improving their
property. The goal is for these investments to lead to beautification, business and consumer attraction,
job and assessment growth, and economic development. A Community Improvement Area must be
designated by by-law. The area can be as small as the main street or as large as the entirety of a
municipality.

3.0 Policy Context
3.1.1 Planning Act

Section 28 of the Planning Act speaks to the establishment and implementation of Community
Improvement Plans and provides the following definition of “Community Improvement”:

“means the planning or replanning, design or redesign, resubdivision, clearance, development or
redevelopment, construction and rehabilitation, improvement of energy efficiency, or any of them, of a
community improvement project area, and the provision of such residential, commercial, industrial,
public, recreational, institutional, religious, charitable or other uses, buildings, structures, works,
improvements or facilities, or spaces therefor, as may be appropriate or necessary”

As well as the following definition of “Community Improvement Project Area”:

“means a municipality or an area within a municipality, the community improvement of which in the
opinion of the council is desirable because of age, dilapidation, overcrowding, faulty arrangement,
unsuitability of buildings or for any other environmental, social or community economic development
reason’.

More specifically, Section 28 of the Planning Act describes the powers available to municipalities to
carry out Community Improvement Planning including:

» Designating by by-law, a specific area for a community improvement project area
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e Acquiring, holding, clearing, grading or otherwise preparing land for improvement
e Constructing, repairing, rehabilitating or improving buildings on municipal lands

» Providing grants to owners, tenants, and their assignees within the community to pay in whole
or any part of identified eligible costs (e.g., development, redevelopment, construction and
reconstruction of lands and buildings for rehabilitative purposes).

3.1.2 Township of Johnson Official Plan

Section 3.21 of the Township of Johnson Official Plan contains policies pertaining to Community
Improvement within the Hamlet Policy Area. The CIP policies allow for a wide range of actions including
offering grants to pay for the costs of rehabilitating lands and buildings, tax assistance (pursuant to the
Municipal Act), and participation in programs providing assistance to private landowners for the
purposes of community improvement.

Currently, the Official Plan policy allows only part or all of the settiement areas of the Township to be
designated by by-law as Community Improvement Project Areas. Thus, an amendment to the Official
Plan is necessary to allow for any part of the Township to be designated by by-law as the CIP project
area. Additionally, an amendment to Schedule ‘A’ is necessary to depict the limits of the CIP area as
the entirety of the Township.

4.0 Community Consultation - Highlights

The CIP programs were developed in consultation with community members, residents, business
owners, stakeholders, Township staff and Council to ensure the programs meet the needs of all
potential applicants. The consuitation process involved a public survey to determine public opinion on
community improvement needs and opportunities, the interest in various financial incentive programs
and grant opportunities, as well as to better understand the barriers to community improvement in the
Township. Additionally, a public Open House was held in March of 2022 to share a draft CIP and gather
any initial feedback from the community.

4.1 Community Survey

A survey was distributed in paper and electronic format and a total of 21 responses were received. The
top three barriers to community improvement identified by survey respondents were, 1) Lack of
Community Character; 2) Planning Act Application Costs; and 3) Lack of Available Infrastructure. Many
suggestions were made regarding community improvement, but some of the more common
suggestions were as follows:

* Respondents were interested in the Township creating improved public gathering spaces
including planters on the main streets, improved landscaping (including grass cutting),
community gardens, and a new park.

e People in the community were very concerned about the visual appearance of private
properties within the Hamlet and suggested a community cleanup day with vouchers provided
for the local dump or pre-arranged garbage/junk removal.

N
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» Respondents thought that improved signage on Highway 17 is necessary to inform tourists of
the businesses and experiences available in the Township.

e Most respondents mentioned high property taxes as a barrier and disincentive to community
improvement.

Survey respondents were asked to indicate which financial incentive programs would be of most
interest. The following grants are listed from most, to least popular:

1) Exterior residential and business and improvements (e.g., signage, landscaping, renovations,
expansions)

2) Reducing taxes on new/more intensive land uses (TIEG)

3) Reducing Planning Act application costs (e.qg, zoning by-law amendments, minor variance
applications, etc.)

4) Reducing Building Permit Fees

Please note: the Agricultural Value-added program (which is included in the proposed CIP) was not
listed as a potential option on the community survey, but was presented at the public Open House.
One of the attendants at the public open house was particularly interested in this grant and followed
up with planners at EcoVue Consulting in the following days.

5.0 Johnson Township CIP Funding Programs — High Level Summary

The Community Improvement Plan provides an overview of several financial incentive programs aimed
to encourage long-term private sector investment within the Township and have been designed to
support the needs and opportunities identified through community consultation and by Township
Council. The programs can be broadly divided into two categories: 1) Building and Site Improvement
Grants, and 2) Municipal Fee Reduction & Tax Increment Grant Programs. The following table provides
an overview of the program types and suggested amounts. Please see the attached CIP (Appendix A)
for the details of each program.

A
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Program

Exterior Improvement Grant(for businesses)

\ Grant Amount

Matching grantupto 50% of eligiblecostsupto |
a maximum of $8,000 per property, whichever is
less. For a maximum of 2 projects per vear.

Tax Increment EquivalentGrant(TIEG)

Available fortax increases of $2000+, for up to 5
years.

Accessibility Improvement Grant(for businesses)

Up to amaximum of 50%of eligible costs upto a
maximum of $2,000 per property, whicheveris |
less. For a maximum of 1 project per year.

Agriculture Value-Added Program

Up to a maximum of 50% of eligible costs upto a
maximum of $5,000 per property, whichever is
less. Fora maximum of 3 projects per year.

Township Fee Rebate Program

Percentage of fee will be waived based on total
project value.

Up to a maximum of 50% of eligible costs upto a

Residential Exterior Improvement Grant (Hamlet

maximumof $1,000, whichever is less.Fora
only)

maximum of 5 projects per year.

51 CIP Implementation

An implementation process has been outlined in the CIP (Appendix A). The basic application process
should include a pre-consultation with the Township for potential applicants to ensure they understand
the purpose and process of participating in the CIP financial incentive programs. Upon confirming
eligibility, applicants will submit completed forms and any required supporting documentation (“before”
photos, estimated cost, building plans, etc.). The Township will screen and evaluate the applications
received and notify successful applicants that they will be awarded financial assistance following
completion of the community improvement project. Prior to the Township releasing any funds, proof of
all costs and photographs of completed projects must be submitted.

6.0 Official Plan Amendment and Implementing By-Law

As noted in the recommendation, we have provided two by-laws for Council’s consideration. The first
is a by-law to amend the Official Plan to allow for the designation of a Community Improvement Project
Area, the boundary of which may be part of, or all of the Township. This Official Plan Amendment
relocates a revised Community Improvement section out of the Hamlet Policy Area designation
policies, and in to its own subsection of the General Development Policies. The amendment also

revises Schedule ‘A’ (Land Use) to reflect the boundary change on the Community Improvement Policy
Area.

The second by-law is a by-law to implement a designation of a Community Improvement Project Area
that is the entirety of the Township, and simultaneously, adopt the proposed Community Improvement
Plan.

e



Township of Johnson

Community Improvement Plan — Report
June 13, 2022

Page 6

7.0 Summary and Next Steps

The attached CIP provides a range of financial incentive programs to address the primary barriers to
community improvement as identified by Township staff, Council and the public. The effectiveness of
the financial incentive programs should be reviewed periodically and an update provided to Council. It
is recommended that an annual report be produced and presented to Council incorporating the results
of post-project evaluation reports, any insights obtained from an application database (to ensure
program eligibility is meeting the needs of applicants), and eventually, any changes in Municipal Tax
Revenues resulting from the CIP (it is suggested to evaluate the economic benefit after the first 5-year
cycle of the program).

In terms of next steps, the CIP will be forwarded to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
(MMAH) for approval. The timelines associated with this process are uncertain at this time.

EcoVue will proceed with drafting the necessary application forms and participant guides provided the
CIP is adopted by Council and given final approval by the MMAH.

8.0 Recommendation
Overall, it is respectfully recommended that Council adopt and approve the attached amendment to

the Township of Johnson Official Plan, as well as the attached by-law, which authorizes the designation
of the Township as a Community Improvement Project Area and the adoption the CIP.

Respectfully Submitted,

ECOVUE CONSULTING SERVICES INC.
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J/ Kent Randall B.E.S. MCIP RPP
Township Planning Consultant

Qacsh 1ode

Sarah Bale M.Sc., MES Planning
Township Planning Consultant
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Infroduction

The Township of Johnson Community Improvement Plan (CIP) provides key revitalization and improvement
strategies to stimulate and support growthin local businesses and the tourism sector. The CIP defines goals and
objectives as well as financialincentive programs, including grants and tax reliefto support revitalization efforts,
in the Township of Johnson.

BACKGROUND AND PLANNING CONTEXT

The Township of Johnson (population751) is located 60 km east of Sautt
Ste. Mariein the Algoma District. The Townshipis hometo the hamlet of
Desbarats and is known for its freshwater lakes with public beaches and
access to the North Channel of Lake Huron. The economic base and
heritage of the community is closely tied to agriculture and seasonal
tourism. The objectives of Township Council's vision to foster
developmentand growth forms the basis for developing the CIP.

The Township hosts a vibrant agricultural community with a seasonal
farmers market. Although the market is relatively new (it was founded in
2007),ithas been deemed a "destination market”, offering local produce
and products from the local community and regionally from producers
throughout Northern Ontario. The vendors are Old Order Mennonites traditional farmers, as well as young,
upcomingfarmers. Agricultural lands arelocated centrally in the Township.

Employment in the Township is heavily linked to the service industry which is connected to tourism, highway
commercialtrade, and service centres in the hamlet of Desbarats. Second to the service industry, employment
in transportation and manufacturing are also significant. Forestry is not a significant industry in the Township.
Maintaining and growing the employmentbase s possible if the Township continues to evolve as a dormitory
community forthose willingto commuteto Sault Ste. Marie.

Future developmentwill be primarily located in the hamlet of Desbarats, alongthe shore of St. Joseph’s Channel
(and to a lesser extent the outlying archipelago), and the shorelines of the inland lakes. The development of a
communal water sewer system in the hamlet has enabled opportunity for an infill of approximately 42 units.
Approximately 20% ofthe population is over 55 years of age and thus housing, accessibility and other services
forseniors area priority.

The CIP project area (the Township) comprises a range of land uses. Land use designations include the
following:

e HamletPolicy Area
e Agricultural Resource Lands (Prime Agricultural Lands)
e RuralPolicyArea

Johnson Township: Community Improvement Plan (CIP)



PURPOSE

ClPs aretools available to municipalities in the Province of Ontario for community revitalization. The purpose of
the Township of Johnson CIP is to support local businesses and foster growth withinthe business and tourism
industry by establishing programs that will promote private sector investment and revitalization. In order to
support private investment, Township funded incentive programs will be put in place to encourage private
property/business owners to make investmentsleading to beautification, businessand consumerattraction, job
and assessment growth, and economic development within the Township. As the majority of the Township's
businesses are outside of the Hamlet of Desbarats, the CIP projectarea will be designated as the entirety of the
Township.

The CIP enables the Township of Johnsonto provide financial incentives
including grants and land under section 28 of the Planning Act, and tax
assistance under section 365.1 of the Municipal Act, 2001. Examples of
incentive-based programs include commercial building facade
improvements, core area revitalization, property tax assistance for
remediation purposes, structural improvements to buildings and
accessibility enhancements. The hope is that the revitalization tools
employed will help to promote business and economic development
resulting in public benefits such as more socially cohesive,
environmentally friendly, and economically sound communities.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The overall goal of the CIP is to ensure the vitality and viability of the Township by stimulating and supporting
growth in local businesses, employment and tourism. The following objectives will help to improvethe physical
environmentof both the ruraland Hamlet areas:

1. Enablethe Township of Johnsonto acquire andimprove lands within the CIP project area by obtaining
public funding

2. Promoteinvestmentamongst private property/business owners in rural and Hamlet areas

3. Remove barriers to building (re)investment for existing and potential business/property owners as a

means of facilitating business retention, expansion and attraction.

Supportthe longevity of existing buildings

Improve the appearance of residential and commercial buildings through facade improvement

incentive programs

6. Supportthe development of accessibility in the Hamlet

7. Assistresidents in pursing developments that will add value to agricultural areas and enhance agri-
tourism

o
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Legislative Authority and Policy Review

The Community Improvement Plan has been developed in accordance with Section 28 of the Planning Act as
well as other relevant policies and documents including the Provincial Policy Statement, the Growth Plan for
Northern Ontario, the Township of Johnson Official Plan and the Township of Johnson Strategic Plan.

ONTARIO PLANNING ACT

Section 28 ofthe Planning Actpertains to Community Improvement.
Community Improvement s defined in Section 28(1)as:

"the planning or replanning, design or redesign, resubdivision, clearance, development or
redevelopment, construction, reconstruction and rehabilitation, improvement of energy
efficiency, or any ofthem, of a community improvement project area, andthe provision of such
residential, commercial, industrial, public, recreational, institutional, religious, charitable or
other uses, buildings, structures, works, improvements or facilities, or spaces therefor, as my be
appropriate or necessary.

Section 28(1) defines Community Improvement Project Area as:

“a municipality or an area within a municipality, the community improvement of which in the
opinion of council is desirable because of age, dilapidation, overcrowding, faulty arrangement
unsuitability of buildings or for any other environmental, social or community economic
developmentreason”.

More specifically, Section 28 describes the powers available to municipalities to carry out Community
ImprovementPlanning which include:

e Designating by by-law, a specific property, area or entire community as a community improvement
projectarea wherethe Official Plan contains communityimprovement provisions (s.28(2)).
* Acquiring, holding, clearing, grading or otherwise preparing landfor community im provement (s.28(3)).
» Constructing, repairing, rehabilitating or improving buildings on municipal land(s.28(6)(a)).
e Selling, leasing or otherwise disposing of municipal land (s.(28(6 )(b)).
* Providinggrants to owners, tenants and their assignees within the community improvementarea to pay
the whole or any part of identified eligible costs(ss.28(7)and (7.1)).
o Eligible costsinclude:
= Environmental site assessment
= Environmental remediation
* Development, redevelopment, construction and reconstruction of lands and building
for rehabilitative purposes
= The provision of energy efficientuses, building, structures, works and improvements or
facilities
* Providing propertytaxassistancefor environmental remediation purposes (s.28(7.3) by referencetos.
365.1 ofthe Municipal Act, 2001.

Johnson Township: Community Improvement Plan (CIP)



PROVINCIAL POLICY STATEMENT (PPS) 2020

The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) 2020 provides guidance and policy direction to
municipalities on matters of provincial interest pertaining to land use planning in the
Province of Ontario. Theimplementation of a Township CIP will supplementand further
supportthe policies and objectives in the PPS putforward bythe Province of Ontario.

Provincial Pollcy
Statement, 2020

o i e A f

The PPSdoes notspecifically reference Community ImprovementPlans but does outline
policies focusing on economic development through strategic community investments
andreducing barrierstoinvestment(s. 1.3.1). The PPSalso recognizes thatin rural areas,
“rural settlement areas shall be the focus of growth and development and their vitality
andregeneration shallbe promoted' (s.1.1.4.2).

The PPSalsorecognizestheimportance of therural areas to the provincial economy and states that rural areas
should be supported by building upon rural character, leveraging rural amenities and assets, promoting
diversification of the economic base and employment activities, providing opportunities for sustainable and
diversified tourism and providing opportunities for economicactivities in prime agricultural areas (s. 1.1.4.1).

Additionally, the financial incentive programs introduced as part of this CIP will supportSection 1.1.1 e) which
states that "Healthy, liveable and safe communities are sustained by: e) improving accessibility for personswith
disabilities and older persons by addressing land use barriers which restricttheir full participation in society”.

GROWTH PLAN FOR NORTHERN ONTARIO

The Growth Plan for Northern Ontario is an economic development plan,
infrastructure investment plan, labour market plan and land use plan. The plan
focuses on waysto leverage economic, social and natural capital more strategically,
on approaches to attract a wider range of opportunities to the North, and looks to
“enable decisions about growth to be made in ways thatsustain a robusteconomy, =
build strong communities and promote a healthy environment and a culture of == "R
conservatior'. 3

The plan is founded on six guiding principles, including: “creating a highly
productive region, with a diverse, globally competitive economythat offers a range
of career opportunities for all residents”.

Section 2.2.2 states that the Province will focus economic development strategies
on priority economicsectorsincluding advanced manufacturing, agriculture andtourism.

Section 2.2.3 states that economic development strategies for these sectors will examine several opportunities
includingways to attractinvestment.

Section 4.2.1 states that long-range community strategies should look to achieve “..a) economic, social and
environmentalsustainability...c) optimized use of existing infrastructure; d) a high quality of place; ) a vibrant
welcoming and inclusive community identify that builds on unique local features..."

Theprogramsintroduced in this CIP supportthe Growth Plan’s vision for northern Ontario by providing financial
support to a range of businesses resulting in increased opportunity for financial investments and career

opportunities with the end goal of improving the quality of Johnson Township, and creating a strong, vibrant,
welcoming andinclusive community.
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TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON OFFICIAL PLAN

An Official Plan is a long-range planning policy document which reflectsa community
vision for future development over a 20-30 year time frame. Official Plans contain
goals, objectives and policies to guide the future physical development of a
community while considering social, economicand environmental impacts.

Section 3.21 of the Township of Johnson Official Plan (JOP) contains policies
pertaining to Community Improvement within the Hamlet Policy Area. Currently, the
Official Plan policy allows only part or all of the settlement areas of the Township to be
designated by by-law as Community Improvement Project Areas. An amendment to
the JOP is necessaryto allow for any part of the Township to be designated by by-law
as a CIP projectarea. Additionally, Schedule'A’ Land Use Plan to the JOP depicts the
limits of the Community ImprovementPolicy Area to be that of the Hamlet Policy Area.

The community improvementpolicies in the Hamlet Policy Area allow for a wide range of actions including
offering grants to pay for all or part of the costs of rehabilitating lands and buildings, tax assistance (pursuant to
Section 365.1 of the Municipal Act), and participation in programs providing assistance to private landowners
forthe purposes of community improvement.

In terms of implementation, the JOP requires thata CIP Project Area is designated by by-law. The by-law allows
Council to prepare a plan that will be suitable for the adoption of a Community Improvement Plan for the

community improvement project area. The CIP must be adopted in accordance with the public consultation
requirements ofthe Planning Act.

JOHNSON TOWNSHIP STRATEGIC PLAN

The current strategic plan lists Township priorities in the short, medium and long-term. Implementing a
Township CIP may enable improvements to the following priority issues, which include several municipal
infrastructure projects:

e Sidewalksandaccessibility in the Hamlet

e Anaccessible natural playground and walking path in the Hamlet
¢ Retrofitting the exterior of the community arena

e Replacing/refurbishing Diamond Lake dock

¢ Replacingallone-lane bridges

e ResurfacingHuron Street

e |Installation of storm sewersand covering with sidewalks

These capital projects are within the intent of the noted CIP policy It is understood thatthese projects will take
time to implement, howeverthe purpose ofthis planis to set out short-andlong-term objectives. The CIP can
be amended by Council atany timeto recognizefiscal realities and new priorities.
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Public Consultation

The CIP programs were developed in consultation with community members, residents, business owners,
stakeholders, Township staffand Councilto ensure the programs meet the needs of all potential applicants. The
consultation process involved a public survey to determine public opinion on community improvernent needs
and opportunities, the interest in various financial incentive programs and grant opportunities, as well as to
better understand the barriers to communityimprovementand development in the Township.

The Planning Actrequires a minimum of one public meeting to take place in order to allow the public to
commenton the proposed plan. The Township considers the inclusion of public feedback a vital component of
the development of successful incentive programs. Additionally, public engagement provides an opportunity
for community membersto becomefamiliar withthe proposed CIP thus resulting in a higherlikelihood of public
uptake and overall projectsuccess.

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

A survey was distributed in paper and electronic format. A total of 21 responses were received with
approximately 7 1% of responses from permanentresidential property ownersand 24% from farm operators or
owners. Therespondents have resided or workedin Johnson Township from as little as 6 monthsto morethan
60 years andthe majority of respondents originally moved to the Township for personal or employment reasons.
Respondents believethatthe main reason visitorscome to the Township of Johnson is for the seasonal farmers
market, followed bythe community centre and fishing/boating opportunities.

Issues
The issues identified by respondents included barriers to development in the Township of Johnson. These
includedthefollowing:

1. Lack of Community Character (selected by 10 respondents)

a. Specifically, manyrespondentsmentioned messyfrontyardsas a big issue in the community.
Planning Act Application Costs {selected by 6 respondents)
Lack of Available Infrastructure (selected by 6 respondents)

a. Somerespondents mentionedthattheroadsin the Hamletarein very poor condition
4. Lack of Customers/Small Population (selected by 6 respondents)
5. High propertytaxes (selected by 5 respondents)
6. Building PermitFees(selected by 4 respondents)
7
8

w

Lack of Available Workforce (selected by 4 respondents)
. VacantlLand availability or costs (selected by 3 respondents)
9. Lack of Community Interest/Support(mentioned by 1 respondent)
10. Property Zoning Restrictions(mentioned by 1 respondent)
11. Poor Reputation (mentioned by 1 respondent)
12. MPACS Property Assessment -doesn 't encourage people to improve curb appeal of homessince taxes
will go up(mentioned by 1 respondent).

Opportunities
When asked whatrespondents thought could be doneto beautifythe Hamletand rural areas ofthe Township,
the following suggestionswere made:

* Murals, landscaped gardens, outdoor public gathering space, community food garden, community
clean up day with vouchers provided for the dump.
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Clean-up day with pre-arranged pickup for trash for home owners

Fagadeimprovementgrant

Better/more appropriate by-laws

Add a fee to peoples’ propertytaxes for failing to comply with property standards by-law

Clean-up after dogs and horses

Improvedrainagein cemetery(too wet)

Repair main streets of Desbarats; put outflowerplantersand hanging baskets, Canadianflags, etc.; put
in anice park; updatethe exterior of the Township buildings.

Enforce by-laws; tidy up and trim ditches of main streets; improve visual appeal of campground on
Amory Street.

Rewards programforfixing up visual appeal of properties (cash prizes)

Tree planting

Do notallow people to raise chickens and pigs in Town; do notallow people to burn garbage
Diversify services and shops to attractmore touristsfromthe highway

When asked what respondents think could be doneto help businesses withinthe rural area of the Township to
grow and be more attractive to visitors the following suggestions were made:

Create a gathering area around main businesses for a visitor rest stop and gathering place

Install Ontario blue road signs that pointto all amenities

Reducetaxrate and bureaucracy

Expandingand promotingthe business directory on the Township website

Promotelocal products(buy local, supportlocal) including grant incentives

Clean up theHamlet

Councilneedsto be moreavailable and more accepting ofideas

Improve signage, curb appeal, and marketing

Improve infrastructure to draw more permanentresidents; advertise shopping opportunities withinthe
community.

Improveroads and cutgrass

Create a truck stop/trailer park/rest stop to encourage people to get off the highway and spend the
night

Encouragesubdivisionson lots of 5+ acres.

Municipality should purchase, re-zone and subdivide property along Highway 17 between the tracks
andthe Highway just Eastofthe Hamlet- rail, natural gas, power and highway access available.

When asked what type of incentives or grant programs respondents were interested in, the following grants
wereselected (listed from most, to least popular):

1.
2.
3.

Exterior residential and business improvements(e.g., signage, landscaping, renovations, expansions)
Reducingtaxes on new/moreintensive land uses (TaxIncrement Equivalent Grant) - TIEG

Reducing Planning Act Application costs(e.g, Zoning By-Law Amendment, Minor Variance application,
etc.)

ReducingBuilding Permit Fees

Incentives to clean yards
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Financial Incentive Programs

The following programs are designed to encourage long-term private sector investment within the Township
and have been designed to support the needs and opportunities identified through community consultation
and by Township council. The programs will be in effect for an initial five-year period (2022-2027) and can be
adjusted annually during budgetary reviews based on program costsand the relative success of each program.
Once council approves an annual CIP budget, program priorities and financial limits for each year of
implementation can be determined. The following programs are available in the CIP project area during the
initial five-year period of the CIP.

BUILDING AND SITE IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

Exterior Improvement Grant(available for businesses Township-wide)
Accessibility Improvement Grant (available for businesses Township-wide)
Residential Exterior Improvement Grant(available to residents in the Hamlet Only)
Agricufture Value-Added Program (available Township-wide)

Bwn =

MUNICIPAL FEE REDUCTION & TAX INCREMENT GRANT PROGRAMS

1. Township Fee Rebate Program (available Township-wide)
2. TaxIncrementEquivalentGrant(available Township-wide)

The followingtable presents a summary of the recommended CIP programs:

| Program Grant Amount

Matching grantupto 50% of eligible costsupto |
| Exterior Improvement Grant(for businesses) a maximum of $8,000 per property, whicheveris |
less. Fora maximum of 2 projects per year.
Available fortax increases of $2000+, forupto 5
years.

i Up to amaximum of 50%of eligible costs uptoa |
AccessibilityImprovement Grant(for businesses) | maximum of $2,000 per property, whichever is

less. For a maximum of 1 project per year.

| Up to amaximum of 50%of eligible costsuptoa
Agriculture Value-Added Program maximum of $5,000 per property, whichever is

: less. For a maximum of 3 projects per year.

Percentage of fee will be waived based on total

projectvalue.

Up to amaximum of 50%of eligible costs uptoa

maximum of $ 1,000, whicheveris less. Fora

maximum of 5 projects per year.

Tax Increment Equivalent Grant(TIEG)

Township Fee Rebate Program

' Residential Exterior Im provement Grant(Hamlet
| only)
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Program Policy Details

EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENT GRANT (FOR BUSINESSES)

Purpose: to encourage business (commercial/industrial/agricultural) owners and tenants to revitalize,
rehabilitate and restore building facades to result in high-quality, attractive improvements to buildings
throughout the Township. The grant is focused on exterior improvements that will support local business and
tourism in the Township. The grantis applied towards improvementsand upgradesto streetfronts of properties
butmayalso be applied tothe rear or side of buildings in cases whereitis highly visible to the public.

Grant Amount and Disbursement: Matching grant of up to 50% of eligible costs to a maximum of $8,000 per
property, whichever is less. For a maximum of 2 properties per year.

Eligible Costs:

* Repair, replacementorrestoration offacade materials, suchas masonry, brickwork, wood siding, plaster,
metalshingles and/or architectural detailing

» Repair, replacementor installation of awning or canopies

* Repair,replacement or installation of energy efficient exterior lighting

e Paintingorinstallation of wall art(design must be presented in application for approval)

e landscaping

* Replacementor restoration of windows

* Installation, repair or replacement of exterior signage

» Costs associated with professional architectural services in association with th e design of the above
eligible projects

* Anycombinationoftheabove

NOTE: Home-based businesses are eligible to apply, however, the percentage of the home dedicated to the
business use will determinethe percentage of eligible costs for reimbursement.

Addjitional Requirements: Applicants will submit design drawings, engineering plans, a work plan indicating
proposedimprovements, and a costestimatefor the works. The grantwill be paid based on the actual cost of
the work, up to an amount approved in the application. All completed drawings/plans must comply with the
description of the work plan as provided in the grant application form. A complete application shall include
photographsof existing conditions.

All grants shall be subject to receiving the required approvals or permits, as required by the Township by-laws
andany applicable Provincial or Federal laws

TAX INCREMENT EQUIVALENT FINANCING GRANT

Purpose: The Tax Increment Equivalent Financing Grant (TIEG) is intended to remove the perception of a tax
increaseas a barrier to investmentin property, and encouragesignificant property investments throughout the
Township. The property owner pays the full costs of renovation, rehabilitation, or development as well as the
resultingannual increase in property tax.

This program assists by reducing the impact of a potential property tax increase resulting from a major
improvementby phasingin the taxincrease over a number of years based on the incremental change in property
tax following completion of the development project. The Township reimburses the owner by way of an annual
grant equivalent to the agreed Township portion of the incremental property tax increase over an established
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"base” assessment. The grantis provided to the property owner on an annual basis and in decreasing amounts
untilthe property owner is paying the taxes based on the new assessment withoutany assistance.

Eligible Projects:

Redevelopment of a property for residential, commercial, office, industrial, mixed use, tourism, value
added agricultural, or on-farm diversified uses thatresultin an increased tax assessment
Development of tourism infrastructure/assets

Major additions to a property for commercial, industrial, mixed use, tourism, value-added agricultural
facilities, or on-farm diversified uses that resultin an increased tax assessment; or

Anycombination ofthe above

Grant Amount and Disbursement:

The TIEG is offered to eligible property owners where municipal propertytaxhas increased as a resutt
of development, redevelopment or any major improvements to a property. The difference between the
currenttaxassessment(i.e. prior to improvements) andthe new tax assessment(i.e. after im provements)
is the "tax increment”. The property owner is required to provide documentation of the prior and post-
tax assessments to the Township.

The tax incrementis granted to the property owner on an annual basis and in decreasing amounts, for
amaximumof 5 years. In year one, theamountofthe grant may equal upto 100% of the tax increment.
In thefollowing years, theamount ofthe grantwill decrease until itreaches zero.

The TIEG grantis availablefor projects resultingin a $2,000+ increase in property taxes.

The period may rangefrom onetofive years, at the sole discretion of the Township. The Township wil
also determinethe preciseterms of the TIEG.

The property owner pays the full costs of renovation, rehabilitation, or development as well as the
resultingannualincreasein propertytax. The Township reimburses the ownerbyway of an annual grant
equivalent to the agreed Township portion of the incremental property tax increased over an
established “base” assessment.

Property ownersmustapply andreceive approval fromthe TIEG program priorto commencing with the
project.

Additional Requirements:

All development associated with TIEG grants shall be subject to receiving the required approvals or
permits, as required by the Township by-laws and any applicable Provincial or Federal laws

An approved TIEG is non-transferable to a new property owner and cannot by transferred by the
property owner to ancther property.
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TOWNSHIP FEE REBATE PROGRAM

Purpose: The planning and building permit fee rebate program offers rebates on required fees including the
Township’s planning application fees and/or building permit fees, where a building permit is required for a
construction project. The rebate will help to reduce costs to making major private property improvements and
encourage desired improvements throughout the Township. Fee reductions are available for the following
application types:

e Site Plan Approval

e MinorVariance

e BuildingPermit

e ZoningBy-law Amendment

Grant Amount and Disbursement: Percentage of fee will be waived based on total project value(e.g., ifvalue of

projectis $100,000-$150,000, fee will be reduced by 20%; if value of projectis $151,000-$200,000, fees will be
reduced by 40%, etc.)

Eligible Projects:

¢ Redevelopmentofvacantorunderutilized residential, commercial, commercial mixed use or industrial
lots/buildings;

* Majoradditionstoa commercial, commercial mixed use or industrial building involving an increase of
at least 25% of existing gross floor area.

* Professionalservices by an engineer, architect, or professional planner (as an eligible expensetowards
total projectvalue)

e Anycombinationoftheabove

Additional Requirements:

¢ Applicants will submit design drawings, engineering plans, a work plan indicating proposed
improvements, and a cost estimate for the works. The grant will be paid based on the actual cost of the
work, upto an amount approved in the application. All completed drawings/plans must comply with the
description ofthe work plan as provided in the grantapplication form.

* Allrebatesshallbe subjectto receivingtherequired approvals or permits, as required by the Township
by-laws and any applicable Provincial or Federal laws.

ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENT GRANT (FOR BUSINESSES)

Purpose: to promotethe undertaking of building accessibility im provements. Accessible buildingsare good for
business and for the community. The goal is to remove all barriers to provide equal opportunity for residents
andyvisitors (i.e., makeall entrances and exists barrier-free and building interiors welcoming to disabled people).
This program encourages property owners to make accessibility improvements to their commercial, tourist or
recreational properties in order to bringthem into compliance with Provincial legislation.

Grant Amount and Disbursement: Maximum of $2,000 or 50% of project costs, whichever the lesser, for a
maximum of 1 project per year. The grant will be paid as a single payment upon completion ofthe im provements
to the satisfaction of the Township.
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Eligible Costs: Eligible costs include those that clearly improve the accessibility of a commercial, tourist or
recreational building or property associated with the following:

e Exterior paths of travel

e Ramps,stairsandhandrails

e Doorsanddoorways

e Lighting

e Parking

o Elevating devices

* Anyotherrelated work as approved by the Township

NOTE: Home-based businesses are eligible to apply, however, the percentage of the home dedicated to the
business use will determinethe percentage of eligible costs for reimbursement.

Additional Requirements: Applicantswill submit design drawings, architectural/engineering plans, a work plan
indicating proposed improvements, and a cost estimate for the works. All completed drawings/plans must
comply with the description of the work plan as provided in the grant application form. The grant will be paid
based on the actual costs of the work, up to the amount approved in the application. A complete application
shallinclude photographs of existing conditions.

All grants shall be subjectto receivingthe required approvals or permits, as required by the Township by-laws
and any applicable Provincial or Federal laws.

Residential uses arenoteligible.

AGRICULTURE VALUE-ADDED PROGRAM

Purpose: To promote developmentor improvement of agricultural, agricultural-related and on-farm diversified
uses within the Township.

Grant Amount and Disbursement: Up to 50% of eligible costs up to a maximum grant of $5,000, whichever is

the lesser, per property, for a maximum of 3 projects per year. The grant will be disbursed (100%) upon final
completion to the satisfaction of the Township.

Eligible Costs: the construction or improvements to uses permitted by the Guidelines on Permitted Uses in
Ontario's Prime Agricultural Areas, including but notlimited to:

e Producestands

e Cheesefactory

e Bakery

e Signage

» Agri-tourismandrecreational uses (e.g., hayrides, corn maze, petting zoo, seasonal events) or
e Anyotheruseasapproved by the Township

Additional Requirements: Applicants will submit design drawings, architectural or engineering plans, and a work
plan indicating proposedimprovements, and a cost estimate for the works. The grant will be paid based on the
actual cost of the work, up to the amount approved in the application. All completed drawings/designs must
comply with the description of the work plan as provided in the grantapplication form.

All grants shall be subjectto receiving the required approvals or permits, as required by the Township by-laws
and any applicable Provincial or Federal laws.
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RESIDENTIAL EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENT GRANT (HAMLET ONLY)

Purpose:toinvestin thefacades of homesandlandscaping frontyards, as an effortto help beautify the Hamlet

Grant Amount and Disbursement: Up to 50% of project costs ora maximum of $ 1,000, whichever isthe lesser,
fora maximum of 5 projects per year. The payment of the grantfor approved projects will occur after final site
inspection has been conducted and it has been determined by staff that the approved work has been
completed. The applicant mustsubmitall receipts to staffin order to verify expenses.

Eligible Costs: The following work conducted to the front or flankage facades of a dwelling will be eligible for
grant:

e Exterior painting, including any entranceway, siding, trim, mouldin gs, porches, decks or other features
ofthe exterior of the main building

e Siding repair, orthe replacement of siding with new material

e Thereplacementorinstallation of any exterior windows or doors

» Thereplacement, renovation orinstallation of exterior front steps, handrails or walk ways

e The installation of any landscaping details including, but not limited to, sod, shrubs, trees and
flower/plantbeds

e Garbageremoval

e Anyotherrelated work as approved by the Township

Additional Requirements: Applicants will submit design drawings, architectural or engineering plans, and a work
plan indicating proposed improvements, and a cost estimate for the works. The grant will be paid based on the
actual cost of the work, up to the amount approved in the application. All completed drawings/designs must
comply with the description of the work plan as provided in the grant application form.

A complete application shallinclude photographs of existing conditions.

All grants shallbe subjectto receivingthe required approvals or permits, as required by the Township by-laws
and any applicable Provincial or Federallaws.
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Implementation

The CIP will be administered by the Township of Johnson.

APPLICATION PROCESS

Pre-consultation with the Township

Completion of application forms and submissions of any required supporting documentation
Screening of applications by Township staffto ensure compliance with eligibility requirements
Evaluation by Township

Prior to release of funds, proof of all costs and photographs of completed project (where applicable)
must be submitted

U hw N -

All projects must be completed within one year of approval for funding, however recipients may apply for a
grantextension.

Adeadlinefor application intake forbudgeted programswill be communicated throughthe Township’s website
as well as in all materials distributed throughout the community (i.e., mail, brochures, posters). Following this
deadline, any excess funds remaining in the budget for that year may (at the discretion of the Township) be
applied as additional funds to previously approved projectsto ensure the Township's budget forthe CIP is used
to the maximum extenteach year.

Applicationsfor projects thatare eligible for funding under morethan one program, are encouraged. Council
reservesthe rightto limit accesstofundingifin its determination, is notan appropriate use of scare resources
orthevalue going to one project unduly limits the available of community im provementfunding to other eligible
projects in the Township.

AMENDING POLICIES

From time to time, the Township may review and amend any of the terms of the programs described in this
Community Improvement Plan without amendment to the plan. An extension to any program for up to an
additionalfive years and any decrease in program financing dueto budgetary constraints in any given year will
notrequireamendmentstothe plan.

New financial incentive programs, eligibility criteria changes, or CIP project area boundary adjustments will
require aformal amendmentto the CIP in accordance with subsection 28(5)of the Planning Act, requiring notice
of a public meeting of Counciland adoption by Council.

MARKETING

The financial incentive programs introduced in this CIP will be promoted by Township staff, on billboards at
community hubs (e.g., community centre and arena, farmers market, on the Township's website, and through
the mail). Social media platforms could also be used to advertise and market the Township CIP to a large
demographic. The Township could consider distributing a newsletter or pamphlet regarding CIP programs with
property tax bills that are sent out to all residents. Additionally, some marketing of CIP programs will occur at
the statutory public meeting, and the Township could consider holding additional information sessions or
workshops to assist residents with understanding and participating in CIP programs. Finally, following the
completion of successful community improvement projects, the Township could use these as examples to
further promotethe CIP.
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MONITORING OF PROGRAMS

The effectiveness of the financial incentive programs will be reviewed periodically and an update provided to
Council. Thefollowing measures are recommended for monitoring the CIP programs:

* Annual Report-annual CIP report should be produced and presented to Council

* Post-Project Evaluation Reports - Following the completion of community improvement projects, a
reportshould be produced with detailed descriptions of the work completed with any issues that arose.
These projectreports can be usedto assistwith the preparation ofthe annual reportto Council.

* Application Database - keeping a database of applications submitted will assist with assessing the
efficacy of the programs offered and also assist with making any necessary amendments to available
programs.

e Changes in Municipal Tax Revenues - a clearly specified numerical value such as this may be easier to

gaugethan more general goals and could be completed upon completion of thefirst 5-year cycle of the
program.
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AMENDMENT NO. CIP 1
TO THE
TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON OFFICIAL PLAN

INTRODUCTION
STATEMENT OF COMPONENTS
PART “A” THE PREAMBLE does not constitute part of this Amendment.

PART “B” THE AMENDMENT, consisting of the following text constitutes Amendment No.
CIP 1 to the Official Plan of the Township of Johnson.

PART “A” -- THE PREAMBLE
1.0 PURPOSE OF THE AMENDMENT

The Township of Johnson Council has endeavoured to enact a Community Improvement Plan
(CIP) for the purposes of revitalization and to stimulate economic growth in the business and
tourism sectors. Section 3.21 of the Township of Johnson Official Plan currently speaks to
Community Improvement, but limits the Community Improvement Project Area to only the Hamlet.
Since Council wishes to enact a CIP throughout the entirety of the Township, an amendment is
necessary to revise the text which currently speaks only to the Hamlet area. Amending this text
will allow Council to enact a by-law to designate the entirety of the Township of Johnson as a
Community Improvement Project Area. Therefore, the purpose of Amendment No. CIP 1 to the
Township of Johnson Official Plan is to:

1. Amend Section 3 (Hamlet Policy Area) by removing Section 3.21 (Community
Improvement);

2. Amend Section 2 (General Development policies) by adding a new section (Community
Improvement) with the same policies that were removed from Section 3.21 (above);

3. Amend Schedule ‘A’ (Land Use Plan) to show the limits of the Community Improvement
Policy Area to be the entirety of the Township instead of just the Hamlet area;

These amendments apply to the entirety of the Township of Johnson.
2.0 BASIS OF THE AMENDMENT

EcoVue Consulting Services was retained to assist the Township of Johnson with drafting and
adopting a Community Improvement Plan (CIP). in August of 2021, EcoVue received direction
from staff and Council to draft a CIP based on a variety of funding incentives that the Township
was interested in providing, in an effort to promote economic development. In February and March
of 2022, EcoVue Consulting conducted a public survey to gather input from the community
regarding local barriers to economic development and to gather feedback regarding these
potential financial incentive programs. On March 30, 2022, EcoVue Consulting hosted a Public
Open House to share the draft CIP as well as highlights from the public survey. The draft CIP was
revised with respect to any comments received from Township staff, Council and the public, and
the final draft was released for public comment on May 30, 2022.



The Official Plan Amendment contained herein, will allow for the entirety of the Township to be
designated as a Community Improvement Project Area.

PART “B” -- THE AMENDMENT
1.0 INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

All of this part of the document entitled PART “B” -- THE AMENDMENT, consisting of the following
text, constitutes Amendment No. CIP 1 to the Township of Johnson Official Plan.

2.0 DETAILS OF THE AMENDMENT

The Township of Johnson Official Plan is hereby amended as follows:

1. Section 3.21 (Community Improvement) and Section 3.22 (Policies) are deleted in their
entirety.

2. Section 2 (General Development Policies) is hereby amended by creating a new subsection
2.32 (Community Improvement), which shall read as follows:

“2.32 Community Improvement

The Community Improvement provisions of the Planning Act allow municipalities to
prepare community improvement plans for designated community improvement project
areas that require community improvement as the result of age, dilapidation, overcrowding,
faulty arrangement, unsuitability of buildings or for any other environmental, social or
community economic development reason. Once a community improvement plan has
been adopted by a Township and is in effect, the Township may offer grants, loans and
financial incentives to encourage private sector investment. The Township may also
undertake a wide range of actions for the purpose of carrying out the community
improvement plan.

Policies

1. General

The Township will maintain and promote an attractive and safe living and working
environment through community improvement. To this end, community improvement will
be accomplished through the:

a) Designation by by-law of Community Improvement Project Area(s), the boundary of
which may be part or all of the Township;

b) Preparation, adoption and implementation of a Community Improvement Plan(s) within
a designated Community Improvement Project Area(s), pursuant to the Planning Act
and the Community Improvement Policies set out in this Plan;



¢) Ongoing maintenance, rehabilitation, redevelopment and upgrading of areas
characterized by deficient/obsolete/deteriorated buildings, deficient municipal
recreational or hard services, and social, community, or economic instability;

d) Establishment of programs to facilitate municipal and private sector rehabilitation and
redevelopment that addresses identified economic development, land development,
environmental, energy efficiency, housing, and/or social development issues/needs;

e) Pursuant to Section 28 of the Planning Act, Council may offer grants and loans to pay
for all or part of the cost of rehabilitating lands and buildings in conformity with the
Community Improvement Plan; Pursuant to Section 365.1 of the Municipal Act, Council
may also offer tax assistance.”

2. Community Improvement Project Areas

The designation of Community Improvement Project Areas shall be based on one or more
of the following conditions being present:

a) Brownfields Redevelopment

i Known or perceived environmental contamination and sites identified as
brownfields. Brownfield sites are sites where the environmental condition of
the property and the quality of the soil or groundwater, particularly on former
industrial and waste-disposal sites, may have the potential for adverse
effects to human health or the natural environment. Brownfield sites are
defined in the Provincial Policy Statement as: means undeveloped or
previously developed properties that may be contaminated. They are
usually, but not exclusively, former industrial or commercial properties that
may be underutilized, derelict or vacant;

ii. Vacant lots and underutilized properties and buildings which have potential
for infill, redevelopment or expansion to better utilize the land base or the
public infrastructure; and

iii. Other barriers to the repair, rehabilitation or redevelopment of underutilized
land and/or buildings.

b) Hamlet Improvements

i. Buildings, building facades, and/or property, including buildings, structures
and lands of heritage and/or architectural significance, in need of
preservation, restoration, repair, rehabilitation, energy efficiency or
renewable energy improvements, or redevelopment;

ii. Vacant lots and underutilized properties and buildings which have potential
for infill, redevelopment or expansion to better utilize the land base or the
public infrastructure;



Deficiencies in physical infrastructure including but not limited to utilities,
streetscapes and/or street lighting, municipal parking facilities, sidewalks,
curbs, or road state of repair;

A concentration of obsolete or aging low-density land uses, vacant lots,
surface parking lots and/or abandoned buildings;

Any other environmental, energy efficiency, social or community economic
development reasons.

c¢) General Community Improvement

I

iv.

V.

Deficiencies in community and social services including but not limited to
public open space, municipal parks, neighbourhood parks, indoor/outdoor
recreational facilities, and public social facilities and support services:

Vacant lots and underutilized properties and buildings which have potential
for infill, redevelopment or expansion to better utilize the land base or the
public infrastructure;

Opportunities to improve the mix of housing types;

Any other environmental, energy efficiency, social or community economic
development reasons.

Redevelopment of brownfield sites.

d) Community Improvement Plans

Community Improvement Plans may be prepared and adopted to:

I

vi.

Facilitate the renovation, repair, rehabilitation, remediation, redevelopment
or other improvement of lands and/or buildings;

Facilitate the development of mixed-use buildings, or the introduction of a
wider mix of uses;

Facilitate the restoration, maintenance, improvement and protection of
natural habitat, parks, open space and recreational amenities;

Facilitate residential and other types of infill and intensification;

Facilitate the construction of a range of housing types and the construction
of affordable housing;

Upgrade and improve municipal services and public utilities such as storm
sewers, roads and sidewalks;



Vii.

viii.

ix.

X.

Xi.

Contribute to the ongoing viability and revitalization of downtowns and other
areas that may require community improvement;

Improve environmental and energy consumption conditions:
Facilitate the redevelopment of brownfield sites:
Facilitate and promote community economic development; and

Improve community quality, safety and stability.

e) Implementation

In order to implement a Community Improvement Plan in effect within a designated
Community Improvement Project Area, the Township may undertake a range of actions
as described in the Community Improvement Plan, including:

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

ix.

The municipal acquisition of land and/or buildings within the Community
Improvement Project Areas where a Community Improvement Plan has
been adopted, approved and is in effect, and the subsequent;

Clearance, grading, or environmental remediation of these properties;
Repair, rehabilitation, construction or improvement of these properties:

Sale, lease, or other disposition of these properties to any person or
governmental authority;

Other preparation of land or buildings for community improvement:;

Offering grants and loans to pay for all or part of the cost of rehabilitating
lands and buildings in conformity with the Community Improvement Plan:

Pursuant to Section 365.1 of the Municipal Act, Council may also offer tax
assistance;

Application for financial assistance from senior level government
programs; and

Participation in senior level government programs that provide assistance
to private landowners for the purposes of community improvement;

All developments participating in programs and activities contained within Community
Improvement Plans shall conform with the policies contained in this Plan, applicable
Community Design Plans, the Zoning-By-law, Property Standards By-laws, and all other
related municipal policies and by-laws. The Township shall be satisfied that its participation
in community improvement activities will be within the financial capabilities of the

Township.”



3. Subsection 11.5.4 of Section 11.0 (Economic Development) is amended by deleting and
replacing the text as follows:

“4. Undertaking community improvement projects within the Township;”
4. Schedule ‘A’ (Land Use) is deleted and replaced with the following:

3.0 IMPLEMENTATION AND INTERPRETATION

The implementation and interpretation of Official Plan Amendment No. CIP 1 shall be in
accordance with the respective policies of the Township of Johnson Official Plan.
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Tow oab g oo

JOHNSON

The Corporation of the Township of Johnson
By-law 2022-1021

Being a By-law to designate lands within the Township of Johnson as a
Community Improvement Project Area and to adopt a Community Improvement
Plan

WHEREAS Section 28(2) of the Planning Act, R.S.0 1990, as amended, provides that
where there is an Official Plan in effect in a municipality that contains provisions relating
to community improvement in the municipality, the Council of the municipality may, by
by-law, designate all or part of an area covered by such an Official Plan as a
Community Improvement Project Area.

AND WHEREAS Section 28(4) of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, as amended, provides
that a municipality may, by by-law, adopt a Community Improvement Plan (CIP) for a
Community Improvement Project Area;

AND WHEREAS The Corporation of the Township of Johnson has an Official Plan in
effect which contains provisions relating to community improvement;

AND WHEREAS A public meeting to solicit public input has been held;

NOW THEREFORE Council deems it appropriate to adopt the CIP and Community
Improvement Project Area.

AND NOW THEREFORE enacts as follows:

1. Definitions and Interpretation
(a) “Township”, “Township of Johnson” or “Johnson Township” means The
Corporation of the Township of Johnson and includes its entire geographic area;
(b) "Township Clerk" means the person appointed by Council to carry out the
duties of the clerk described in section 228 of the Municipal Act, 2001;
(c) “Council” or “Township Council” means the municipal council for the
Township;

2. Interpretation Rules:



(a) The Schedules attached to this by-law form part of the by-law, and are
enforceable as such;

(b) The words “include” and “including” are not to be read as limiting the meaning of
a word or term to the phrases or descriptions that follow;

(c) Statutes: References to laws in this by-law are meant to refer to the statutes, as
amended from time to time that are applicable within the Province of Ontario.

(d) Severability: If a court or tribunal of competent jurisdiction declares any portion
of this by-law to be illegal or unenforceable, that portion of this bylaw shall be
considered to be severed from the balance of the by-law, which shall continue to
operate in full force and effect.

3. Details

(a) Property Affected: The Property affected by this By-law includes all lands within
the Township of Johnson;

(b) Project Area: The Community Improvement Project Area, contained in
Schedule 'A' to this By-law, a copy of which is attached to and forms part of this
By-law, is hereby designated:;

(c) Community Improvement Plan: The Community Improvement Plan for the
Township of Johnson, contained in Schedule 'B' to this By-law, a copy of which is
attached to and forms part of this By-law, is hereby adopted.

4. Administration and Effective Date

(a) Administration of the By-law: The Clerk’s office is responsible for the
administration of this by-law;

(b) Effective Date: This By-law shall come into force on the date it is finally passed,
subject to the approval of the Township of Johnson in accordance with the
provisions of Section 28 of the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, c¢.P.13., and shall
remain in force for no less than 10 years, unless repealed before that date, being
15" day of June, 2032.

THIS BY LAW SHALL COME INTO EFFECT UPON THE DATE OF THE THIRD AND
FINAL READING.

READ A FIRST AND SECOND TIME, THIS 15" DAY OF JUNE, 2022.
READ A THIRD TIME AND FINALLY PASSED THIS 15 DAY OF JUNE, 2022.

THE CORPORATION OF THE
MUNICIPALITY OF JOHNSON

Glenn Martin, Township Clerk Reg McKinnon, Deputy Mayor
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Notice of Public Meeting

Official Plan Policy Amendment

Johnsen Community Improvement Plan (CIP)
Township of Johnson

May 2022

TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
FOR AN OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT
AND TO CONSIDER A COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Township of Johnson will hold
a public meeting on Wednesday, June 15, 2022 at 5:30 p.m., via Zoom (Link available
on the Township Website), to consider the proposed amendment to the Township’s
Official Plan and implement a Community Improvement Plan, pursuant to Section 28 of
the Planning Act, R.S.0. 1990, c.P.13.

Location of the Subject Lands
As the proposed amendment to the Township’s Official Plan will affect the entirety of the
Township of Johnson, no key map is provided.

Purpose and Effect of the Proposed Official Plan and Community Improvement

Plan (CIP)
The proposed general amendment to the Township’s Official Plan is required in order to
implement the Township of Johnson Community Improvement Plan (CIP).

The CIP provides key revitalization and improvement strategies to stimulate and support
growth in local businesses and the tourism sector. The CIP defines goals and objectives
as well as financial incentive programs including grants and tax relief to support
revitalization efforts in the Township of Johnson.

Representation
If a person or public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of the

Council to the Township of Johnson to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal but the person
or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written
submissions to the Township of Johnson before the by-law is passed, the person or public
body is not entitled to appeal the decision.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make
written submissions to the Township of Johnson before the by-law is passed, the person
or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario
Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do
SO.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Township of Johnson on the
proposed Official Plan Amendment, you must make a written request to the person
at the address or email address provided below.



Information

For more information about this matter, contact the person below. This Public Meeting
will serve as part of the Township’s Public Consultation Strategy. Additional information
relating to the proposed Official Plan Amendments including this Public Notice and the
Community Improvement Pian is available for inspection at the Township Office in
Desbarats during regular office hours (see address below).

Dated at the Township of Johnson this 6" day of May, 2022.

Glenn Martin

Township of Johnson

1 Johnson Drive, Box 160

Desbarats, Ontario

Phone (705)-782—-6601 Fax (705)-782-6780
gmartin@johnsontownship.ca




