
Registration is open for a full day on the trails in Johnson Township.
Gather your crew, fire up the ATVs, and join us Saturday, September
12, 2026.

Check-in starts at 8:00 AM at the Gordon Lake Hall, Gordon Lake
Road, Desbarats, ON

Poker Hand: $25
Extra Card: $5
Mystery Card: $2
Door Prize Ticket: $2
Lunch: $15 (meal tickets available at check-in)
Lunch prepared by the Gordon Lake Social Club.

A map will be available at check-in. The best poker hand, dealt at the
end of the ride, takes home half the pot. Last year's winner took
home $1,400!

Funds raised support recreation efforts in Johnson Township,
including youth programming, facility improvements, and equipment
for community use.

Register early online. Day-of registration will also be available at
Gordon Lake Hall during check-in.

September 1  -30   : Big Buck
Registrations Opens 

st th

September 7  : Labour Day th

OFFICE CLOSED

September 12  : ATV Poker Runth

September 19  : Sylvan Circle Tourth

Gordon Lake Card Parties Start
October 2  nd

October 13  : Ice Season Startsth

50+ Club Wednesdays 1pm-3pm
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October 30  : Halloween Skateth

October 31  : Halloween! st

Every Saturday Johnson Farmers
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I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :

Keep Water Meters clear of
debris for easy access when

reading.

Colouring Section:

Scan to register online!

2026 ATV Poker Run is coming fast!



LUG Hockey League Coming to Johnson Township!
We’re excited to welcome the LUG Sports Hockey League to

Desbarats this fall! The league offers a fun, organized, and

competitive hockey experience for players. The season runs

from October through March and includes 22 guaranteed

games, playoffs, and custom jerseys for teams registered by

the early registration deadline.

Whether you have a full team, want to join an existing team, or

are signing up as a free agent, there’s a place for you. Visit the

Johnson Township Recreation Facebook page for registration

links and more information.

Registration is Open for the Annual Big Buck Contest!
Registration is now open for the 19th Annual Big Buck Contest in

Johnson Township! Hunters can register from September 1 to

September 30, 2026, either online at www.johnsontownship.ca or in

person at the Municipal Office or Community Centre.

Every registered hunter is guaranteed a prize, with cash prizes

awarded to the top 3 adult and youth hunters. Whether you’re in it for

the competition or just the experience, it’s a great opportunity to take

part in a long-standing local tradition.

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the Awards Dinner on

Saturday, November 28, 2026.

Tickets will be available for Purchase at the Johnson Township

Community Center!

Events & Recreation
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Ice bookings are a ton of fun for Birthday Parties, family fun and more. Contact Gabi

LeClair at 705-782-6601 x 803 or email recreation@johnsontownship.ca to make a

booking. 

http://www.johnsontownship.ca/
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Ice bookings are a ton of fun for Birthday Parties, family fun and more. Contact Gabi

LeClair at 705-782-6601 x 803 or email recreation@johnsontownship.ca to make a booking. 

Yoga Classes with Terri

Take some time to relax, stretch, and recharge with Yoga
Classes with Terri! 
Email terri@meadowviewalpacafarm.com for more info or to
grab your spot!

ICE SEASON IS COMING!
2026–2027 Ice Season Bookings Now Open

The 2026–2027 ice season begins October 13, 2026, and bookings

are already filling up quickly. If you’re looking to reserve ice time for

your team, group, or organization, now is the perfect time to book.

Ice Rental Rates: $125 per hour 

Book Your Ice Time

For availability and bookings, contact Gabi:

recreation@johnsontownship.ca or 705-782-6601

Hall Rentals Available

Looking for a space for your next event? The hall is available for

parties, family gatherings, celebrations, and more.

Contact us for more information about hall rentals and availability.

Don’t miss out — secure your ice time for the 2026–2027 season

today!
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FROM THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
April 29th, May 13th and May 20th, 2026

UPDATE THISSSSS

 
Next Regular Meeting: Septemeber 16, 2026

6pm In-person at the Council Chambers: 1 Johnson Drive, Desbarats, ON (Municipal Office)
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Final tax bills were mailed out in July & due in August and October 
If you have questions about your bill, please contact the Municipal office at 705-782-6601.

The Public Works Garage
The Roads Department will be conducting inspections of signage at all bridges and culverts

to guarantee that everything is clearly marked and visible.

After many years of dedicated service to our community, we’d like to recognize Denise Methot, our

Arena Manager, as she prepares for retirement. Denise has been an important part of the arena and has

contributed so much to making it a welcoming and well-run place for our community to enjoy. Her hard

work, commitment, and friendly presence will certainly be missed.

Please join us in thanking Denise for everything she has done and wishing her all the very best in this

exciting new chapter. Congratulations on your retirement, Denise! We hope it’s filled with plenty of

relaxation, fun, and time to enjoy all the things you love.

Smoke Detector Inspections: The Fire Department will soon be conducting inspections on Monday evenings to ensure the
functionality of smoke detectors. Please cooperate with their efforts, as a working smoke detector is crucial for safety.

Exciting Fall Events: The Recreation Department is preparing for an eventful fall season. The ATV Run, followed by the Big
Buck Contest. Additionally, the hockey season will be commencing starting in October, and arena bookings are filling up
fast.

Support for New Rural Hospital: A Vision for the Future. Community Statement of Support is available at the Municipal
office. This document is intended to garner your endorsement for the establishment of a new rural hospital.

 
Res: 2026-143 BE IT RESOLVED THE COUNCIL support the West O.P.P. Detachment in their request for traffic calming and
speeding mitigation techniques. (cd)

Municipal Elections Voting Dates:  
Advanced Voting: October 17th, 2026, from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the Johnson Township Community Center.  
Regular Election: October 26th, 2026, from 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM at the Johnson Township Community Center.

August 19th,  2026

FROM THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Celebrating Denise

Gordon Lake News: 
Gordon Lake Card Parties Return starting Friday October 2 ,2026. nd

$10 Buy in, 500 bid & Crokinole, 18+ @ Gordon Lake Hall. Doors open at 7pm 
Mount Pleasant Tree Care Update: 
Mount Pleasant trees have been impacted by the Ash Borer. 
These trees will receive expert professional care to resolve the infestation.
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Around the Community

Echo Bay -  Bruce Mines 
24th Annual Sylvan Circle Artist & Artisan Tour. Travel

the picturesque countryside between Echo Bay and

Bruce Mines and meet more than sixty of the area’s

finest artists and artisans. Open 9am to 5pm. At each

location you’ll find unique, one of-a-kind creations,

perfect for your home or for gift giving.
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