
Wednesdays 50+ Club 1pm-3pm

Wednesdays Central Algoma
EarlyON Centre at CAES Daycare
9:30am-12:30pm

Friday’s Public Skate 6:30pm-8pm

Sunday’s: 
Public Skate:

January 18: 5:30pm-6:30pm
January 25: 12pm-1pm

Open Ice: Sticks & Pucks:
January 18 & 25: 1pm-2pm

Wednesday, January 21: Toddlers
and Tots Skate 9am-12pm

Thursday, January 22 Fun Bingo
6pm-8pm

Friday, January 30: ADSB PD Day

Friday, February 6 Gordon Lake
Card Party 7pm

February 13 - 15  Annual Curtis
Ford & Jocelyne Stevens Memorial
Family Hockey Tournament

th

Monday February 16  Family Day,
Fun Day Winter Carnival 1pm-4pm

th
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I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :Who was the 2025 Senior of
the Year?

As we close out 2025, we want to reflect

on a very special individual who was

named the Johnson Township 2025

Senior of the Year. The late Frank Hicks

was honoured at a private ceremony with

his family late last year to acknowledge

the incredible impact he had made on

the Community throughout his lifetime of

service to Johnson Township.

Frank was the definition of a community builder. He was a

proud volunteer, a dedicated firefighter, and a respected

Township Councillor. Frank’s roots in farming shaped so much

of who he was. He understood hard work, persistence, and

the importance of looking out for your neighbours. He was

proud to be part of the farming community and brought that

same steady, down-to-earth presence to every role he took

on. He had a deep love for his family, an unwavering

commitment to his community, and a personality that could

brighten the darkest of days. His humour was quick, his

stories full of charm, and that infectious smile brought joy to

any room. He was spunky and spirited, full of laughter, and

always had a twinkle in his eye — like he was just about to

crack a joke or share something that would have us all

grinning. His laugh was often the first thing you’d hear in a

room — and certainly the last thing you’d forget. 

He didn’t do things for recognition. He gave his time and heart

because he believed in this community and the people in it. To

Frank, family came first, but community came a very close

second. And that’s what makes this award so special — it

doesn’t just celebrate years, it celebrates a legacy. Frank

Hicks left a legacy of kindness, service, and good humour —

one that continues to inspire all of us. We hope to remember

and honour the lessons he left us as we move into 2026.

Winter Dump Hours:
Saturday 9am-5pm &
Wednesday 12pm-5pm

Keep Meters Clear of Snow
For Ease of access for Staff to
Read
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Events & Recreation
Sticks & Pucks
Want some extra time to practice Hockey Skills and Drills?

Looking for time for a pick-up game. We are opening up 1hr on

Sundays in January for Sticks & Pucks on the ice. Full

equipment is required to get on the ice during this hour. Find a

date and time that works for you and join us at the JTCC.

Sunday January 11: 2pm - 3pm
Sunday January 18: 1pm - 2pm
Sunday January 25: 1pm - 2pm
Remember to use the ice at your own risk and to your own

ability. Entry is by Donation.

Public Skate Sundays
Looking to keep everyone busy on the weekends, or just

want to get your laps in? We are now offering Sunday

Public Skating in January. Find a date and time that works

for you:

Sunday January 11: 12pm - 1pm
Sunday January 18: 5:30pm - 6:30pm
Sunday January 25: 12pm - 1pm
Entry is by donation. Remember to use the ice at your own

risk and to your own ability.

Curtis Ford & Jocelyne Stevens Memorial Family Hockey Tournament
Welcome the return of the Annual Family Hockey

Tournament in memory of Curtis Ford and Jocelyne

Stevens two local students who lost their lives too

early. This annual tournament raises funds for the

Johnson Township Recreation Volunteer Award for a

graduating CASS and CAIS student who display a

commitment to community recreation and sport.

Get your team together today and register for the:

Competitive Division Aged 15+ $600
Women’s 3-on-3 $360

PLUS:

Exhibition games for Families and Seniors aged 55+

Register online at www.johnsontownship.ca or

contact a tournament organizer at

cujofamilyhockey@gmail.com
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Toddlers & Tots Skate
Are you at home with kiddo’s aged 6 and under? Join us and the

Central Algoma Early ON Centre twice a month for a Free Skate,

snacks, and playtime.  Ice will be open from 9am-10am and

wagons and strollers are welcome onto the ice after a quick wipe

down. Then head upstairs for playtime, snacks, and crafts until

12pm. 

Janaury 21  | February 4  | February 18  | March 4  st th th th

March 18  | April 1stth

B-I-N-G-O BINGO!

Thursday, January 22, 2026 is the first Fun Bingo of the new year!

All are welcome to join in upstairs at the Johnson Township

Community Centre 6pm-8pm. Please bring a wrapped gift valued

at around $5.00 for the prize table and enjoy popcorn on us!

Fun Bingo: January 2026

Family Day, Fun Day
The Annual Family Day, Fun Day Winter Carnival is

scheduled for Monday, February 16  , 2026 from

1pm-4pm. Bum Slide Fun, Free Skate, Hot Chocolate

and more! Stay tuned for details on our Facebook

Page @JohnsonTownshipRecreation.

th
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The Public Works Garage
Someone keeps ordering up all this snow, keeping the Public Works crew extra busy out on the roads!

Keep your eyes out for plows, graders, and sanders as the team works hard to keep up with the

ongoing snowfall. Remember to give large machinery space and slow down when approaching. 

To help with snow removal the winter parking By-Law is now in effect and no overnight road parking is

permitted until April 2026. 

See an issue out on the roadways? Contact the Public Works Garage by calling 705-782-6601 ex. 206

and leave a message, the Road Super will be in touch promptly to assist.

N o  P u s h i n g  s n o w  a c r o s s  r o a d s  a n d
s t r e e t s ,  i t  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  s a f e t y  h a z a r d ;  i t

i s  a l s o  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w .  T h e  O n t a r i o
T r a f f i c  A c t  s t a t e s :  N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l
d e p o s i t  s n o w  o r  i c e  o n  a  r o a d w a y

w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  d o  s o
f r o m  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o r  t h e  r o a d  a u t h o r i t y
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e

r o a d .  R . S . O .  1 9 9 0 , c .  H . 8 , s .  1 8 1

Getting Social at Gordon Lake
Hall
The Gordon Lake Social Club still has a few monthly

Card Party’s coming up between Febuary and May

2026. Doors open at the Gordon Lake Hall, at 7pm

with play starting at 7:30pm. Light refreshments are

provided, and all ages are welcome; players must

be aged 18+. Admission is $10. Mark your calendars

for the remaining dates: 

February 6, 2026 | March 6, 2026 | April 10, 2026
May 1, 2026

When visiting the JTCC, please
remember to keep your kiddos nearby.
We love tiny explorers, but keep them
within arm's reach and remind them
not to run inside the building, for their
safety and everyone else's.

Community Centre (JTCC)
Bulletin
Ice is available to rent at the JTCC up until April 10,

2026. Looking for a winter birthday party idea? A

family gathering? Just want extra practice time? 1hr

of ice is $120.00+HST. Bookings are available 7 days

a week from 7am-10pm. Reach out to

recreation@johnsontownship.ca to get your group

booked in today. 

Remember we also have Skate Sharpening at the

rink by donation anytime the rink is open.
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Regular Council Meeting
The Public Meeting to announce 5 Margaret St. being rezoned from Multi Residiential to General

Commercial saw no complaints and will move ahead. January 2026 will see the property posted for sale.

Staff Reports highlighted discussions regarding: 

Deputy Clerk: The Joint Offical Plan for the Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board is in review with 2

open Public Planning Meetings coming up in March 2026. 1 in Johnson Township and 1 in Echo Bay.

Details still to be announced. This is a chance to review issues such as zoning and severance changes

for property owners.

Arena: The new generator, thanks to a grant from NOHFC, is now in place and will be hooked up in

the spring of 2026.

Recreation: The Recreation Coordinator is away on a Maternity leave from January 2026 - July 2027.

A Part time posting will be going out to help cover the position during this time.

Fire Department: In 2025 the Fire Department responded to 30 calls, providing approximelty 600

hours throughout the year for training, activities, and incidient response from all Fire Fighter

Volunteers.

FROM THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
December, 17, 2025

Next Council Meeting: Wednesday, January 21, 2026
6pm In-person at the Council Chambers: 1 Johnson Drive, Desbarats, ON (Municipal Office)

Sale of Surplus Municipal Property
At the October 15, 2025 Council meeting the following properties were declared surplus and are offered
for Sale until 12:00 PM, Thursday, February 12  2026:th

Property #1 Roll Number 5716 000 00203616 0000 | Carter Side Rd, Plan1M536 Pt Lot 10 RP1R13631
Pt 2 | Zoning is RR Rural Residential
Property #2 Roll Number 5716 000 0001 00700 0000 | Gordon Lake Rd, Con 6, Lot 4 Spt | Zoning is
A-2 Agriculture
Property #3 Roll Number 5716 000 004166002 0000 | Margaret Street, Plan 1106, RP 1R13926 Part 1
Zoning is GC-2 (H) - General Commercial Exception with a holding provision

Maps and the “Tender to Purchase Surplus Land” form are available for viewing at the Municipal Office
or online at  www.johnsontownship.ca.

A Huge Thank you to Kent’s Corner Rentals for the donation of the
lift to install the winter banners along Lake Huron Drive.

School Support Designation
Planning to vote in the 2026 municipal and school board elections?  Make sure your school support
designation is up to date by June 1, 2026. Your designation determines which school board you support
and which trustee election you can vote in on October 26, 2026 – and helps ensure Elections Ontario
has the right information. In Ontario, there are five options: English-Public, English-Separate (Catholic),
French-Public, French-Separate (Catholic), and Protestant-Separate (Penetanguishene only). By default,
your designation is set to English-Public, unless you choose to change it, if eligible to do so.
Take a moment to review or update your information at www.mpac.ca/schoolsupport .

http://www.johnsontownship.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/ElectionsON?__cft__[0]=AZYVAWxGpAD7_Y0kOaKuFj-lTywlpbz1oWj-CAZtphk8FYsCtWHWyyR8DemHUrXUl98t2OVGnYOKtWAOClezRyx9moAvk0sbPHJs9RRn4aeU4gc4oOL3lMbuv3KYseBVFWHJQgG0AtkT6bs6VIdoVoArluTo9ZJn4RC0Pwr5iSIYEgCvEf8ypdDSkcZ7F28dZSk&__tn__=-]K-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mpac.ca%2Fschoolsupport%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExb0Q2dlJITmFlN01sVEZUcHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7HjYkL44x31v0EWXWGkO-EJtMSr4rsJuJDkNJcCRTdcAkwI1UnB7Aqzehjnw_aem_vKtpGq4vrBE87aPSjFONeg&h=AT3mLHvYKR7r1oWYLdsiSVmZmUZhhBrJPllqQYqxJfiXmrMQ3r1GbeHI87hgtIJfqwA-rcv1Cq8zKQSeXoHPt83P46-OCb7z4tGoG-hiiTO4QNtDrDNyTdxN5E6-vn8xb18VeMC5kRc8f2dUM2AVkbEyaDsUCJHa&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT2k41LdtmExImXFP--sGPgygPDs5I1oHC15c36za_7ynpI26nhCkLX2eML1n1xge4nGjZo6lIJgK3sZabGPu8Atp_fS2McqoD3qdmS05SvU2xKZltTIEzXuwBtJmlnziCqVck4dE3CyyDA3OHPPFseEGzzSjxDML-LkIw2yuCRcP6dp0cC9sjTkG1HAwlqzTkklilqLJ3B51zWZX4Q4itI7
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FIRE PERMIT RENEWAL: 2025 FIRE PERMITS ARE NOW EXPIRED
New Permit Applications can be Completed Online Free of Charge at:

https://johnsontownship.ca/services/fire-department/

2026 DOG TAGS: NOW AVAILABLE AT THE MUNICIPAL OFFICE
Dog Tags are FREE and Required for all Dogs Owned in the Township.

2026 Interim Tax Bills will be in the Mail at the end of January
1  Installment Due February 27, 2026 | 2  Installment Due April 30, 2026st nd

Notes from the Fire Chief
All About Carbon Monoxide
All homes that contain a fuel-fired appliance, fireplace, attached garage or that recieve heat from a

fuel-fired appliance outside the home, are now required to by law to have a CO Alarm installed on every

storey of your home and adjacent to each sleeping area.

How to protect yourself and your loved ones from Carbon Monoxide:

Test your CO alarm once a month, and change your batteries once a year.

If you hear or suspect to hear a CO alarm leave your home immediately.

Know the difference between the sound of the CO alarm and your smoke alarm.

Keep fuel-burning appliances inspected and cleaned annually.

Make sure to follow the Desbarats Volunteer Fire Department on Facebook for more fire-related tips, tricks, and updates.

CASS

CORNER
CASS

CORNER

CASS is Off to See the Wizard...
CASS on Stage has been working hard over the

last few months putting together an amazing

performance of The Wizard of Oz. Be sure to 

get your tickets online at https://saultctc.ca/event/the-wizard-of-oz/ and

enjoy this fan favourite. Want to help support the show? CASS on Stage

is looking for monetary donations email curriec@adsb.on.ca for details.

Huskies Hockey: The CASS Boys Hockey Team recently played a great

game here in Desbarats agains the White Pines Wolvourines. The roar of

the fans in the stands might have helped bring the boys to a 5-2 win! 

Around the Community

T h e  Ce nt ra l  A l g o m a  La n d  Tr u s t  wo u l d  l i ke  to  t h a n k
eve r yo n e  w h o  p a r t i c i p a te d  i n  t h e  1 0 t h  a n nu a l
D e s b a ra t s  C h r i s t m a s  B i rd  Co u nt  o n  D e ce m b e r  2 7 t h !
T h e  p re l i m i n a r y  re s u l t s  a re  t h a t  3 5  vo l u n te e rs
a s s i s te d  o u r  s ta f f  a n d  co u nte d  3 4  s p e c i e s  fo r  a  to ta l  
o f  3 ,4 0 4  i n d i v i d u a l  b i rd s .  

T h e  h i g h l i g h t s  i n c l u d e d  6 5 5  Re d p o l l s ,  4 8  H o r n e d  La r ks ,  a n d  a  S h a r p - s h i n n e d  H aw k .  O n ce
f i n a l i ze d ,  t h e  d a ta  w i l l  b e  s u b m i t te d  to  t h e  N at i o n a l  Au d u b o n  S o c i e t y,  w h o  w i l l  m a ke  i t
ava i l a b l e  to  s c i e n t i s t s ,  re s e a rc h e rs ,  a n d  co n s e r vat i o n i s t s  fo r  t h e i r  wo r k .
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Join the hike on January 31st 6:30 pm 
Bring glowsticks, headlamps, flashlights & snowshoes.

Hike along the Historic Mine Trail
Warming Station with Hot Cocoa too!

You are responsible for your children!

Meeting Spot is at the Campground entrance
7 WILLIAMS STREET

BRUCE MINES TRAILBLAZERS
PRESENT

Please gather at the Taylor Street parking
lot near the lan d transfer site.

Be sure to bring your headlamp, warm
clothing, and your adventurous spirit!

If you need to borrow a pair of snowshoes,
feel free to text Mary at 705-785-3786.

Twilight Trekking
 Tuesdays at 6:30pm
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Central Algoma‌ ‌
Seedy Saturday‌

SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2026



North Channel Minor
Hockey

January Home Games at the 
Johnson Township Community

Centre
Sunday January 18: 9am-1pm

Saturday January 31: 9am-1pm
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1 Johnson Drive, Box 160, Desbarats, ON P0R 1E0 | 705-782-6601
www.johnsontownship.ca | @JohnsonTownshipRecreation on Facebook

people@johnsontownship.ca | Mon-Fri 8:30am - 4:30pm


