CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Council Meeting
June 23, 2015
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the Acting Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Tuesday, June 23, 2015 at the Township of Johnson Council Chambers at 1 Johnson Drive, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors – Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Lorne Robinson, Cameron Ross
Staff:
Acting Clerk - Paula Spurway, Public Works Superintendent – Randy Spurway, Recreation Coordinator – Pat O’Gorman
Visitor:
Mrs. L Oak
A)  CALL TO ORDER:
Res:  310

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by: J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  Carried


     B)  CO
NFLICT OF INTEREST:  None Declared
C)  ACCOUNTS:  
Res: 311

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Accounts as presented.  Carried
D)  MINUTES:

Res:  312

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the minutes of May 11, 14, 20, 26, and June 3, 2015.  Carried
E) DELEGATION:   
1. 5:45 p.m.: Gordon Lake Social Committee. Not in attendance. 

· Public Works Superintendent (PWS) met with the electrician G. Nicholson on site, advised the need to consult with the Electrical Inspector. 

· Electrical Inspector’s Defect Notice detailed 4 areas of which there is a 30 day timeline.  PWS confirmed with inspector that an extension can be arranged.
Action: PWS to request that G Nicholson provide a quote to complete the list of deficiencies.  If the estimate is $5000 or more, 2 more quotes will be sourced out.

Action:  Clerk to contact Mr. Cormier to see if the quote he provided in 2014 to repair the south basement wall still stands.  If not, is he willing to provide a new quote and would he be willing to commit to this repair and when the work could be done. 

Action:  Clerk to contact Mr. Spurway to see if the offer of volunteer services to dig and backfill the basement south wall area is still available, if he can commit to this repair and when the work could be done. 

Councillor Robinson suggested to explore all options first.  Several discussions and information sessions have been explored and documented in the past.  Council wants the building to be in good repair if the decision is to sell.  Treasurer confirmed no repair funds reflected in the 2015 budget.

Action:  Clerk to provide notes of previous information sessions, decisions and quotes that relate to the Gordon Lake Hall viability.

2. 6:00 p.m.: Edith Orr.  Not in attendance. No discussion
F)  STAFF REPORTS:

1.  Treasurers Report – Mandatory CEMC course and Sector meeting update.  

Action:  Include in future newsletter the importance of Emergency Management and the need for community volunteers.

Action: A general discussion of the Johnson Township Emergency Response Plan at the next regular council meeting including information on Councils role during an emergency. 

Res:  313

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that Council accepts the Treasurer’s report as presented.  Carried

3.  Public Works Superintendent – recommendations on tenders received for backhoe and plow-truck.

Backhoe – Report provided information on tenders received showing both purchase with trade in and purchase with-out trade in.  Revisited options of the value of the excavator with brush head.  Trade in, sell, staff to operate, current value, etc.  

Action: PWS to post the excavator with brush head unit for sale privately both on various online sites and local newspapers at a starting price of $60,000.00.
Action:  PWS to rent a backhoe as soon as possible.

Plow Truck -  PWS recommended the tender of a 2016 Western Star from TMS Truck Centre for a total of $242,415.51 including HST be approved.  The existing plow truck will be sold but not until the replacement is in the yard.  Safety inspection required for the township plow truck by month end.  Echo Bay has offered the use of their truck with spreader for calcium application at no cost.
Res:  314

Moved by: J. Kern


Seconded by: M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the purchase from TMS Truck Centre of a 2016 Western Star 4700SB Plow Truck.  Carried

Res: 315

Moved by: M. Hopkins

Seconded by: J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Public Works Superintendent’s Report as presented.  Carried
G)  COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MINUTES & REPORTS:  
1.  Johnson & Tarbutt Landfill Site Committee - minutes of June 9th 2015 meeting.
M Hopkins noted that CASS and Johnson Tarbutt Public School garbage was tracked and billed to Algoma District School Board in the past. 

Action:  Confirm with G Martin in Tarbutt of the process and ask if a bill can be sent to ADSB for missed charges (if this is the case).

2.  East Algoma Community Futures Development Corporation – June 16, 2015 Annual meeting update.  

Copy of the Members Report is available for review in the office.

3.  Elementa Group – June 18, 2015 meeting update.

· M Hopkins provided a summary of the meeting that she and Jason Kern attended.  Pamphlet given to all council showing how the process works.  Most household garbage is accepted, no odors during processing and looks similar to sand when process complete.  There is a cost of $85-$125 per metric ton depending on location. Facility is being built based on the quantity estimated to be processed.  The township must let Elementa know if on board in the next few weeks.  Commitment is a 20 year contract. 

· Treasurer provided a report from 2014 – for information only – to give an idea of the quantity of waste collected in a given year along with quantity of recycle material that was diverted. 

Action:  Clerk to request Elementa Group representative to attend a meeting in the near future (due to the short timeline for decision) to clarify and ask more specific questions.

Res:  316

Moved by: J. Kern


Seconded by: C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council approves exploring the possibility of entering into an agreement with Elementa re: waste. Carried
Res:  317

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Section “G” Council/Committee Minutes and Reports as presented.  Carried
H)  CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION:   
1.  Central Algoma Freshwater Coalition.
2.  Ministry of Transportation – news affection off-road vehicle use in Ontario
Action:  Review existing By-Law regarding ATV’s in the township for possible changes.

4.  Ombudsman request for information regarding closed meetings complaint.

Verbal report provided by Treasurer regarding:

· Information provided and time spent providing the initial meeting minutes and reports. 

· The Sunshine Hand Book that was provided in the new council binder shows process of an OMB Investigation and reviews the strict criteria when considering a closed meeting.  

· Reviewed the importance of the need for items to be on the agenda to discuss for openness and transparency.  

· OMB website shows results of completed investigations.  
Res:  318

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Section “H” Correspondence and Information as presented.  Carried

I) OLD BUSINESS:    
1. Lake Huron North Channel Cycling Route – request for financial report.
Pat O’Gorman provided brief overview of the benefits/value for the money requested.  Signage to be placed every 2.5 km (10km on Government Road) with cycling route website. Link to the Township website, identifying water spots such as Kensington Marina/government dock, has a map of our area etc. Major corporate sponsors, able to do a lot of leveraging with the funds received, can also back up or help with application for mutually beneficial projects.  Can always cancel commitment in future years.

Res: 319

Moved by: M. Hopkins


Seconded by: J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the payment of $500.00 annually to the Waterfront Regeneration Trust who are the coordinating agency for the Lake Huron North Channel Cycling Route, which is an extension of the existing Provincial Waterfront Trail, a continuous 1400 km signed route and will be part of a Great Lakes Waterfront Trail network.  


J)  NEW BUSINESS:
1.  Request from Councillor Ross for discussion on the township web site.
Clarified that the topic for discussion was not website but more to do with a specific issues related to uploading information.  

Action:  Councillor Ross will bring back specifics to be included in next agenda package.

2. Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing – review of municipal legislation. MMAH is  requesting input and comments on the Municipal Act, City of Toronto Act, Conflict of Interest Act and the Elections Act.  MMAH has discussion guides available.

3. Township of Greater Madawaska – requesting support
Res: 320

Moved by: M. Hopkins


Seconded by: J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson endorses and supports the Township of Greater Madawaska in requesting the Premier of Ontario to prevent hydro rate increases.  Carried

4. Senior of the Year – nomination
Council nominated Harry and Francis Brunton

5. Tulloch Engineer – Report re: Diamond Lake Road drainage issue.

PWS provided estimates following recommendations in the report. $15,500 (polymer) and $12,600 (corrugated steel). Estimates do not include the cost of the engineer.  PWS will ask Tulloch for direction regarding the use of polymer versus galvanized pipe.  Polymer pipe is more expensive and has a longer delivery time. The report outlined the work must be completed in dry conditions – so a small window of opportunity to get the work done.  

Action:  Once confirmed, Council has advised PWS to proceed with the construction.

6. Solomon Bowman, 380 Boundary Road – request for lowering of the township culvert so he can drain his property.

PWS provided an overview of what would be involved in the Bowman request.  PWS does not recommend the culvert be lowered at 380 Boundary Road.  Mayor, Clerk & Treasurer recently attended a workshop on the Drainage Act.   Treasurer suggested referring to the information in these binders as a reference tool.

Action:  Council directed the Clerk to send a letter to Mr. Bowman advising him that the Township would commit to the work involved if he is willing to pay for the total cost. (including time spent to estimate the full cost of the project)

K)  BY-LAWS:
1.  By-Law # 2015 – 797, being a bylaw to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute an Agreement with the Ministry of Public Safety and Security for the 911 Central Emergency Reporting Bureau (CERB) services.
Res:  321

Moved by: M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015 – 797, being a by-law to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute an Agreement with the Ministry of Public Safety and Security for the 911 Central Emergency Reporting Bureau (CERB) services.
4. By-Law # 2015-799, being a bylaw to set the municipal budget and tax rates for 2015.
Clarification of figures, items included/not included and verification of the reduced tax rate calculations.  Minutes of June 3, 2015 Special Meeting outlined that Council accepted the proposed budget figures and that the by-law be presented at this meeting.
Res:  322

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015 – 799, being a by-law to set the municipal budget and tax rates for 2015.  Carried
5. By-Law # 2015-798, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.
Res: 323

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015 – 798, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.  Carried


L)  HEALTH & SAFETY:  None


M)  CLOSED MEETING:   None


O)  ADJOURNMENT:

Res:  324

Moved by:   J. Kern



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m.    Carried

___________________


          __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
_________________________








Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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