CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Council Meeting
July 15, 2015
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Wednesday July 15, 2015 at the Township of Johnson Council Chambers at 1 Johnson Drive, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors – Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Lorne Robinson, Cameron Ross
Staff:
Clerk – Ruth Kelso, Treasurer - Paula Spurway, Public Works Superintendent (PWS) – Randy Spurway
Delegation:
Edith Orr
Visitor:
Louise Oak, Marilyn Pollard, Peter Pollard, Lee Taylor, Cathy Smith
A)  CALL TO ORDER:
Res:  325

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by: J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  Carried


     B)  CO
NFLICT OF INTEREST:  None Declared
C)  ACCOUNTS:  
Res: 326

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Accounts as presented.  Carried
D)  MINUTES:

Res:  327

Moved by:  L. Robinson

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the minutes of June 23, 2015 as presented.  Carried
E) DELEGATION:   
Edith Orr – request for funding re:  2016 Algoma That Real Travel Guide.



F)  STAFF REPORTS:

1. Clerks Report – meeting pertaining to the Elementa Group proposal.

Action:  None at this time.   Waiting for a joint meeting with both the Elementa Group and GFL.

Res:  328

Moved by:  L. Robinson

Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Clerks Report pertaining to the Elementa Group proposal as presented.  Carried



Delegation Presentation:

· Over 50,000 guides are distributed over northern Ontario and Michigan

· Looking for support from Council to cover the cost of a header or footer in the guide at approximate cost of $200.00.

· Edith will research the possibility of submitting a write-up on the Township of Johnson to be included in the guide.

Res:  329

Moved by:  L. Robinson

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council approve the cost approx. $200.00 for the header or footer on a page in the 2016 edition of the Algoma the Real Travel Guide in co-operation with Algoma Kinnawabi.  Carried

2. Clerks Report – re:  S. Bauman, 380 Boundary Road request (from June 23rd meeting item J(6).

Action:  The PWS will confirm that the path of the drain goes into a “natural waterway” i.e. creek.  If confirmed the township will proceed with the work requested if a cost sharing agreement is reached with Mr. Bauman.  Further that the property owner is willing to enter into a “mutual agreement drain” to be registered on their property.
Res:  330

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins


Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Clerks Report pertaining to the request from Mr. Bauman at the June 23rd Council meeting as presented.  Carried

3. Public Works Superintendent Report – Gordon Lake Hall repair estimated costs.

· Repairs or upgrades to the Gordon Lake Hall are estimated at $7,440.00.
· The repairs/upgrades entailed the following:  a)  Electrical repairs as per Electrical Safety Authority Report dated June 19, 2015 at a cost of $2,830.00.  b)   Labour to repair south block wall at $2,800.00  c)  Removal of dirt and add sand  and stone for back fill at a cost of $1,810.00.  

· The Mayor will contact the Social Club to arrange a public meeting date to discuss the repairs and general operation costs of the hall.  The meeting will be held at the JTCC.

· Lee Taylor informed Council the Social Club is willing to cover $3,700.00 of the costs.  
Re:  331

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  L. Robinson

Be it resolved that Johnson Township authorize the repair of the electrical system at the Gordon Lake Hall in accordance with the quote received from Greg Nicholson’s Company in the amount of $2,830.00 + H.S.T.  Carried

Res:  332

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  L. Robinson

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Public Works Superintendents Report pertaining to the Gordon lake Hall repairs estimates as presented.  Carried
4. Treasurers Report – Energy Conservation and Demand Management Plans & Annual Reporting.
· Treasurer researching the requirements for the plan.  Outside assistance may be needed to complete the plan.

Res:  333

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  L. Robinson
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Treasurer’s Report on the Energy Conservation and Demand Management Plans & Annual Reporting requirements as presented.  Carried

G)  COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MINUTES & REPORTS:  None
H)  CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION:   
1. 1.  Ombudsman’s Office -  received a complaint for a “request for information” regarding closed meeting proceedings.  The Ombudsman’s Office had informed the township office that the complaint was not a specific one but the complainants issue was that minutes of settlement from the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) hearing dated May 7, 2014, were never discussed in an open meeting.  Therefore the complainant believed they must have been discussed in a closed session.
· A complete summary of the minutes during the time frame (April 2014 to April 2015) requested were submitted to the Ombudsman’s Office.  This summary showed where the  OMB hearing was referenced on the agenda and also showed closed sessions and identified the reason for the closed session.
· The Ombudsman’s Office has notified the township via phone that they are not continuing with the investigation of the complaint received.    They found no grounds to proceed.
Res:  334

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Section “H” Correspondence and Information as presented.  Carried

I)  OLD BUSINESS:
1. Emergency Response Plan – Councils role during an emergency.

· The staff will be complete the yearly review of the plan.
· Vacancies in positions on the Emergency Operations Control Group (EOCG) were noted.  We have advertised these vacancies in the past – will add to the next newsletter.

2. Clean & Clear By-Law Infraction – non-compliance in failing an Order of Remedy in 

cleaning their property.  Council’s options as per our “process to enforce”:  a)  Issue charges and take the owner to court   b)  Township clean up the yard and add to the property tax roll.  Need direction.

· The Clerk has asked the Township Solicitor for clarification on the following if option b) is chosen:  a) What notification needs to be given to the property owner b) Who does the city get to do the cleanup c) Does the police accompany the cleanup group d) Would the bylaw officer attend the cleanup e) If the property owner refuses entry onto the property, is the only option to go the court route.

Action:  Once clarification is received on the above, Council wants to go the route of option b.

3. Trailer By-Law & Complaint Procedure – discussion.
· Councillor C. Ross requested the complaint form be posted on the township web site.  It is already on the web site, along with complaint procedure.
· Councillor C. Ross requested that the section on the “complaint procedure” pertaining to “personal information and complainants name” being kept confidential be added to the bottom of the “Trailer Complaint” form.  It was noted that the complainants name may be made public if matter goes to court and they are called to testify.
· The  “complaint procedure” states that response times may vary due to but not limited to:  a)  time of year and seasonal weather conditions  b)  type of occurrence i.e. health and safety or small infraction  c)  unusual circumstances i.e. sickness, death in the family.

J)  NEW BUSINESS:
1.  Crime Stoppers – endorsed by the Algoma District Municipal Association.

Res:  335

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the financial contribution of $216.43 to Crime Stoppers of Sault Ste. Marie & Algoma District.  Carried

2. Bruce Mines Agricultural Society – requesting a financial contribution for the 2015 Fair and Exhibition.

Res:  336

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the financial contribution of $200.00 to the 2015 Bruce Mines Agricultural Society’s Fair and Exhibition.  Carried

3. Municipality of Tweed Disaster Relief Committee – requesting financial support towards their disaster relief fundraising efforts.

· It was noted the townships contribution to the fund would be matched by the government by two times.

Res:  337

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council approves the donation of $100.00 to the Municipality of Tweed Disaster Relief Committee.  Carried

4. The Kensington Conservancy – requesting the donation of the use of the JTCC for the Sustain Algoma Expo (formerly the Green Expo).

Res:  338

Moved by:  L. Robinson

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the donation of the JTCC arena floor on July 24 & 25, 2015 for the Sustain Algoma Expo.  Carried
K)  BY-LAWS:
1.  By-Law # 2015-800, being a by-law to execute an Agreement with the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services for the provisions of the OPP, R.I.D.E. program.
Res:  339

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015-800, being a by-law to authorize the signing of the Agreement with the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services for the provisions of the R.I.D.E. program for the Township of Johnson.  Carried

2.  By-Law # 2015-801, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.

Res: 340

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015 – 801, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.  Carried


L)  HEALTH & SAFETY:  None


M)  CLOSED MEETING:   None


Future Special Meetings (dates to be confirmed):   

1. Public Meeting – to discuss the Gordon Lake Hall and repairs/upgrades required plus the yearly operation costs of the hall.

2. Special Council Meeting – to discuss the format and plans for a general public meeting in the fall.



N)  ADJOURNMENT:

Res:  341

Moved by:   J. Kern



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m.    Carried

___________________


          __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
_________________________








Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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