CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Council Meeting
January 20, 2016
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Wednesday January 20, 2016 at the Township of Johnson Community Centre, 1 Cameron Avenue, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors – Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Cameron Ross
Staff:
Clerk – Ruth Kelso, CBO/By-Law Officer – Kevin Morris, Randy Spurway, Public Works Superintendent
Absent with regrets:
Lorne Robinson

Visitors:
Attached list.

A)  CALL TO ORDER:
Res: 01

Moved by:  C. Ross

Seconded by: M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  Carried


     B)  CO
NFLICT OF INTEREST:  None Declared
C)  ACCOUNTS:  
Res: 02

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Accounts as presented.  Carried
D)  MINUTES:

Res:  03

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Minutes of December 16, 2015 as presented.  Carried
E) DELEGATIONS:   
1. Zahida Croskery – Discuss the future of the Gordon Lake Hall.

· Would like to have the time to explore different options to keep the hall going.

· Gave a history of the hall from the start of a public school to the designation as a recreation center in 1975.

· The Social club has done many updates over the years.

· Talked about what is a “Community” and moving all the social events from the Gordon Lake Hall to the Johnson Township Community Centre would erode the Gordon Lake community.

· The Gordon Lake Hall has been used for many events over the years from funerals to weddings.

· The closing of the hall would be a “drop in the bucket” in the overall township budget.

· Look at increasing the use of the hall – home schooling, monthly pot lucks, occasion parties for children, yoga, card parties.
· The Club would be willing to check to see if they may be trained to do the water sampling.

· Would like to ask Council for their support to keep the hall open permanently.

Mayor Ted – thanked Zahida for the presentation and the show of support from the audience and said Council would take her presentation into consider when they make a final decision on the hall.

F) STAFF REPORTS:  

1. Public Works Superintendents Report – Roads amalgamated tenders.

Res:  04

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the amalgamated tender as amended (as attached).  Carried

Res:  05

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township accepts the Public Works Superintendents Report on amalgamated tenders.  Carried

2. Fire Chief Report – Upgrading of status of fire fighters and transfer of a Fire Fighter from Tarbutt Township roster.

Res:  06

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the following recommendations of the Volunteer Fire Chief to remove the “recruit” status from the following Volunteer Fire Fighters:
· Craig Rankin

· Isaac Rankin

· Timothy Rankin – Junior

· Maggie Fremlin                                            Carried

Res:  07

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the following recommendation from the Volunteer Fire Chief:

· Add David MacDonald to our Volunteer Fire Department Roster.  Carried

3. Public Works Superintendents Report – Sale of 2001 Plow Truck.

Res:  08

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Public Works Superintendents Report on the sale of the 2001 Plow Truck at a submitted tender of $17,500.00.  Carried

4. Treasurer’s Report – update water and sewer

Res:  09

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Treasurers Report on outstanding Water and Sewer Accounts as of January 15, 2016.  Carried

5. Clerk’s Report – update property taxes.
Res:  10

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Clerk’s Report on outstanding Property Taxes as of January 15, 2016.  Carried

6.  Recreation Coordinator’s Report – North Shore Healthy Kids Challenge
· The program was rolled out by the Ministry late - $825,000 for the 14 partners/ communities across the north shore.
· $10,000.00 has been committed to the playground equipment at CASS

· Has $2,000.00 for public skating 

· Not all area municipalities were willing to sign in.

· Both Algoma Public Health and the Algoma District School Board are partners in the program.

Res:  11

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the signing of the “Collaboration Agreement” for the North Shore Healthy Kids Community College.  Carried

G)  COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MINUTES & REPORTS: 
1.  Councillor Marlee Hopkins Report – Huron North West Professional Recruitment and Retention Committee meeting held December 14, 2015.
· The recruiter works for both the HNWPR and the Matthews Memorial Hospital Association Boards.  Each board has different expenses they cover i.e. housing allowance, moving expense, signing bonus.
· Looking at expanding beyond recruitment for Doctors to include:  nurses, lab tech’s etc.

· Asking for a committee of $3,000.00 of the 5 members.

· The township supports both boards financially due to our population use of both facilities. 

Res:  12

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the 2016 financial contribution of $3,000.00 to the Huron North West Professional Recruitment and Retention Committee.  Carried
Res:  13

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Councillor M. Hopkins Report on the December 14, 2015 meeting of the Huron North West Professional Recruitment and Retention Committee.  Carried

H)  CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION:   
1.  Council education portion – articles of interest from “Municipal World” on Ombudsman and accountability of Ontario.
· Information only.

2.  Michael Mantha MPP – response to Sault Ste. Marie Mayor and Council with concerns raised by communities in the Algoma-Manitoulin about proposed Firefighters cuts in Sault Ste. Marie.

Res:  14

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Section “H” Correspondence/Information as presented.  Carried

I)  OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Algoma District School Board – re:  Johnson Tarbutt School property on Margaret Street, Desbarats for sale at Fair Market Value.  Deadline for submitting offer is March 1, 2016. Deferred from December 16, 2015 meeting.

· Mayor Hicks – in talking with the school board was told they want to sell the school and property as one package, not break up sports fields from school.

· Mayor Hicks – as requested by Council, to check with the board if the township pays for the consent application to sever the sports fields from the property would they be willing to sell them separately.  
2. The Town of Bruce Mines & the Township of Johnson Police Services Board minutes from November 23, 2015 – response to request for assistance pertaining to safety due to “horse droppings” on township roads.

· The OPP are not able to help in this situation
· No further action

3. Emergency Management Program – Phoenix Emergency Management Logics proposal and subsequent action from the December council meeting:  Councillor C. Ross to contact a person who may be able to assist with the townships Emergency Management Program.

· It was ascertained that this contact person would not be able to assist in what the township requires i.e. volunteers and funding for what is needed (generators and communication system for the EOC and alternate locations (Emergency Operations Centre) and evacuation center.
· No further action at this time.

4. Proposal in response to the Town of Bruce Mines – request for By-Law Enforcement Services for the Town of Bruce Mines.

· Council approved the draft proposal
· Proposal will be sent to the Town of Bruce Mines with an enquiry if they would like the township to assume the CBO department also.

Res:  15

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the drafted proposal to the request from the Town of Bruce Mines for By-Law Enforcement Services.  Carried

J)  NEW BUSINESS:
1. Ministry of Environment and Climate Change – Desbarats Drinking Water System Inspection Report # 1-C2N7G.  No issues of non-compliance reported.  Report available to view at the office.

Res:  16

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of accepts the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Report on the Desbarats Drinking Water System Inspection.  Carried
2. Algoma Family Services – requesting approval to sell “The Great Escape Dream Draw” tickets in the Township of Johnson.

Res: 17

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the selling of the “Great Escape Dream Draw” tickets in the Township of Johnson.  Carried

3. Municipality of Wawa – Algoma Public Health Governance and 2016 APH levy concerns. 
4. Town of Thessalon – Requesting interest in taking over the administration of the “Healthy Kids Community Challenge” program from the Town of Thessalon.
5. Township of Johnson Budget 2016 - process.  Budget session times and dates to be confirmed.

6. Municipality of West Nipissing – requesting support on the following:

a)  Amendment to Northern Health Travel Grant (NHTG) – request the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care to amend the qualifying criteria so that all roundtrips exceeding 100 km in total travelled distance are eligible for the NHTG.

b) Re-classification of winter highway classes – request the Ministry of Transportation to expedite its re-classification of all winter highway classes in Northern Ontario to ensure each receives the appropriate level of maintenance during the winters months.

c) Expansion of Natural Gas Services – request to the Ministry of Energy to expand the natural gas services to Northern Ontario.

Res:  18

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson endorses and supports the Municipality of West Nipissing in the following request:

· Amendment to Northern Health Travel Grant (NHTF) – request the Minister of Health and Long-Term Care to amend the qualifying criteria so that all roundtrips exceeding 100 km in total travelled distance are eligible for the NHTG.  Carried

Res:  19

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson endorses and supports the Municipality of West Nipissing in the following request:

· Re-classification of winter highway classes – request the Ministry of Transportation to expedite its re-classification of all winter highway classes in Northern Ontario to ensure each receives the appropriate level of maintenance during the winters months.  Carried

Res:  20

Moved by:  J. Kern



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson endorses and supports the Municipality of West Nipissing in the following request:

· Expansion of Natural Gas Services – request to the Ministry of Energy to expand the natural gas services to Northern Ontario.

7.  Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board – consent Application # J2016-01, R. McGorman and D. Morettin, Roll’s# 006-140 & 150, plus Planners report.
Res:  21

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council approve the consent Application # J2016-01, R. McGorman an D. Morettin, roll # 57-16-000-006-140 & 150 as recommended by the Township Planner.  Carried
K)  BY-LAWS:
1.  By-Law # 2016 – 812, being a bylaw respecting Committee, Boards and Appointments for the Township of Johnson.
Res:  22

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve By-Law # 2016-812, being a by-law respecting Committee, Boards and Appointments for the Township of Johnson in 2016 as amended.  Carried

2. By-Law # 2016 – 813, being a bylaw to authorize the borrowing to meet expenditures in 2016. 

Res:  23

Moved by:  J. Kern



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve By-Law # 2016-813, being a by-law to authorize the borrowing to meet expenditures in 2016.  Carried

3. By-Law # 2016 – 814, being a bylaw to set Tax Classes and Tax Ratios for 2016.

Res:  24

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve By-Law # 2016-814, being a by-law to set Tax Classes and Tax Ratios for 2016.  Carried

4.  By-Law # 2016 – 815, being a bylaw to provide for an interim tax levy for 2016.

Res:  25

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve By-Law # 2016-815, being a by-law to provide for an interim tax levy for 2016.  Carried

5.  By-Law # 2016 – 816, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.



Res:  26

Moved by:  J. Kern



Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve By-Law # 2016-816, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.  Carried


L)  HEALTH & SAFETY:  
1. Health & Safety Committee has organized the following for Staff training – First Aid & CPR.
· Two day sessions – January 21st and February 4th. to be held at the JTCC hall.


M)  CLOSED MEETING:   


The public that were present – were asked to leave during the closed session.

1. Closed session – pertaining to an appraisal report on the market value of the Gordon Lake Hall, 1800 Gordon Lake Road.
Res:  27

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Township of Johnson Council proceed in Closed Session at 7:05 p.m. in order to address a matter pertaining to:
· A proposed or pending acquisition or disposition of land by the municipality or local board.  Carried

Res:  28

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting to the public at 7:12 p.m.  Carried

The lobby was checked to see if anyone was waiting to return to the meeting after closed session was finished.

Gordon Lake Hall – discussion on what the next step is:

· Council proceeded with discussion on rather to  sell or keep running the Gordon Lake Hall 

· Keeping open represents $8.00 cost per property owner per year - this does not include any revenue that may come in.
· Need to increase the use, therefore the revenue to cover the expenses.

· Talked about lack of handicap accessibility and lack of parking

· Older building – what repairs will we be looking at in the future.
· Need to fix the existing problem with the south wall.

· Appraiser of the building comment on revenue on area local halls was an average of  15% - Gordon Lake Hall was 5%

· Should offer the hall to the Gordon Lake Social Club

· Council drafted two options to be given to the Gordon Lake Social Club – options as follows:

Option # 1:

· Offer the  Gordon Lake Hall to the Social Club for $1.00 

· Give the Social Club $5,000.00, a onetime contribution to the hall operations costs.

· Supply the cement blocks already purchased for the repair of the wall.

Option # 2:

· Offer two years from this date for the township to continue to operate the Gordon Lake Hall with the township covering the operating costs.

· The Gordon Lake Social Club guarantee $4,000.00 in contribution in 2016 to assist with the recent repairs completed and yet to be completed to the wall.

· During the two years offered, the revenue must meet a minimum of 50% of the operating costs of 2015.  
Res:  29

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council approves the communication by correspondence to the Gordon Lake Social Club of the 2 options drafted by Council.



N)  ADJOURNMENT:

Res:  30

Moved by:   J. Kern



Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.    Carried

___________________


          __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
_________________________








Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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