CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Special Council Meeting Minutes
February 25, 2015
SPECIAL MEETING SESSION 
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the acting Acting Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Wednesday, February 25, 2015, at the Township of Johnson Council Chambers at 1 Johnson Drive, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors –Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Lorne Robinson, Cameron Ross
Staff:
Treasurer/ Acting Clerk– Paula Spurway
Delegation:
Bonnie Mick, Manager Valuation & Customer Relations – Municipal Property Assessment Corporation.  (MPAC)
 
Pierre Lefebvre, Property Inspector – Municipal Property Assessment Corporation. (MPAC)
A.  CALL TO ORDER

Res:  243

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open this Special Council meeting at 5:30 p.m.  Carried
B.  CONFLICT OF INTEREST:  None
C.  DELEGATION:
· Presentation by the MPAC representatives on:

· The general overview of Assessment cycles.

· How property is assessed

· Process of resolving assessment concerns
· C. Ross expressed concern with available comparable, for high end waterfront properties, with limited sales data.  
· MPAC representative agrees but have to expand search area for comps and adjust to criteria in the north.  These properties may be unique, but not impossible to be fair in assessing.
· L. Robinson – concern with number of Farm properties.
· MPAC representative confirmed many properties appear as farms but are actually taxed with multi purposes i.e.  farm, residential, industrial and commercial.
· MPAC recommends all Council go to “About My Property” site.
· You can subscribe to MPAC newsletter at MPAC@MPACnews.ca
· L. Robinson – concerns with separation of seasonal verses year round residence.
· MPAC – class may be different criteria i.e. no insulation, on pier foundation, but same tax rate is applied.  Tax rate is not different if only seasonally used.
· C. Ross compared Johnson tax rate to St. Joseph Island tax rate.
· P. Spurway – it is necessary to also compare other factors that influence tax rate.  MPAC is only one factor.
· MPAC provide assessment as a tool to be used to apply a tax rate.
· C. Ross – over the past 20 years people are finding they cannot afford to live here or afford taxes
· MPAC was thanked for an excellent presentation.
E)  ADJOURN:

Res:  244

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  L. Robinson
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting to the public at 6:50 p.m.  Carried

 ___________________


          __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
          __________________________







Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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