CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Council Meeting
December 7, 2016
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Wednesday December 7, 2016 at the Township of Johnson Community Centre, 1 Cameron Avenue, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors – Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Cameron Ross, Lorne Robinson
Staff:
Clerk – Ruth Kelso, Treasurer - Paula Spurway, Public Works Superintendent – Randy Spurway, Volunteer Fire Chief – Ron Smith, Recreation Coordinator - Patrick O’Gorman
Visitors:
Attached list.

Delegations:  
1.  Anthony Rossi  & Claudine McDermott, Calam Rossi Chartered Accountants LLP

2.  Carlo DiCandia, C.A.I.B, Algoma Financial Group

A) CALL TO ORDER:
Res: 206

Moved by:   M. Hopkins


Seconded by: J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  Carried


     B)  CONFLICT OF INTEREST:  None Declared
C)  ACCOUNTS:  
Res: 207

Moved by:  M. Hopkins



Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Accounts as presented.  Carried
D) MINUTES:
Res:  208

Moved by:  J. Kern



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the Minutes of November 16, 2016 as presented.  Carried
E) DELEGATIONS:   
1. Anthony Rossi  & Claudine McDermott, Calam Rossi Chartered Accountants LLP

· Reviewed the Draft 2015 Financial Statements with Council
· Discussed approach of audit, materiality levels, sample process

· Audit shows township in good financial shape.

Res:  209

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the 2015 Audit from Anthony Rossi, Township Auditor.  Carried

2.  Carlo DiCandia, C.A.I.B, Algoma Financial Group

· Hi-lighted some of the JLT Municipal insurance programs quotation renewal coverage.
· The insurance provider has excluded leachate coverage for the Diamond Lake closed landfill site, due to lack of physical testing.  
· Discussed optional coverage packages.
· Reviewed the Arena claim.

Action:  Council requested quotes on the following:

· Quotes on Volunteer Accident coverage for persons over the age of 80

· Environmental Pollution Liability coverage for the “Leachate Exclusion” at the Diamond Lake closed landfill site.

· Increased limits of Accident Benefits coverage under the Automobile Policy portion of the insurance program.

Further Action:  Council review the requested information once received and also review the quoted optional packages available.
Res:  210

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson approves the 2017 Insurance Renewal in the amount of $56,676.00 plus HST from Algoma Insurance Brokers Limited.  Carried

F)  STAFF REPORTS:  
1.  CBO/By-Law Officers monthly report.

Res:  211

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the CBO/By-Law Officers monthly report as presented.  Carried

2. Fire Chief’s Report – request pertaining to cell phone costs
Res:  212

Moved by:  L. Robinson

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the recommendation from the Volunteer Fire Chief:  to increase the monthly stipend for the cell phone service from $20.00 to $30.00 per month.  Carried


9.  Fire Chief’s Report – request to have unused budgeted funds to reserves for the fire 

                        department.
Res:  213

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the recommendation from the Volunteer Fire Chief:  To roll over unused funds from the 2016 fire department budget into fire department reserves to a maximum of $10,000.00.  Carried
3.  Clerk’s Report – Trailer License fee.
Res:  214

Moved by:  L. Robinson


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Clerk’s Report as presented.  Carried
Action:  Council deferred the decision on the requested reduction in trailer license fees to the January meeting.

4.  Treasurer’s Report – Emergency Management Training.

Res:  215

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Carried

5.  Arena Report – Ice edger replacement.

Res:  216

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accept the quote for a new ice edger from RESURFICE-OLYMPIA at the price of $5,245.00 for the battery edger (Taxes and Shipping not included).  Defeated



Action:  
1. Continue using the borrowed “ice edger” from the Town of Bruce Mines and Township of Plummer Additional 

2. Mayor T. Hicks will contact the Mayors of the Town of Bruce Mines and Township of Plummer Additional, to ascertain if they are interested in selling the “ice edger”.
6.  Recreation Coordinators Report –

· The Recreational Coordinator is waiting for stats on township residents that are in the following groups/clubs – Shamrock Figure Skating and North Channel Minor Hockey.

Action:  Once the stats are received from both these groups a report will be compiled with their stats plus the general public use.  

Res:  217

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Recreation Coordinators Report as presented.  Carried

7.  Public Works Superintendent Report – moving portable 

Res:  218

Moved by:  J. Kern



Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accept the bid from Karhi Contracting of $7,450.00 plus HST to move a school portable from the Algoma District School Board site on Margaret St to the Township Yard.  Carried

Action:  The PWS will report to Council on the costs to repurpose the portable into Council Chambers and office space.
8.  Public Works Superintendent Report – repairs to Gordon Lake Hall

Res:  219

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accept the report from the Public Works Superintendent on the repairs to the Gordon Lake Hall south wall.  Carried

9.  Public Works Superintendent Report – 1.  Reserves request    2.  Extended warranty on plow 

                        Truck.
Res:  220

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the recommendation from the Public Works Superintendent:  To roll over unused funds from the Ditching and Brushing 2016 Roads Budget into Roads reserves.  Carried
Res:  221

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the recommendation from the Public Works Superintendent:  To purchase the extended warranty for the Plow Truck at a cost of $3,658.00 plus HST.  Carried

G)  COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MINUTES & REPORTS: None
H) CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION:   
1.  ADMA – minutes of October 1, 2016 meeting.

· Mayor T Hicks corrected the minutes from ADMA, he was in attendance at the October 1, 2016 meeting.
Res:  222

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts section “H”, Correspondence/Information as presented.  Carried

I)  OLD BUSINESS: 
1.  Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board – requesting resolutions of support pertaining to increase service level and services of the Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board.  
Res:  223

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the recommendation from the Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board to:
· Proceed with senior Municipal staff to meet to discuss these Planning matters and tendering on GIS mapping for the member Municipalities and the Planning Board.

· Have senior Municipal staff examine the ideas of shared services and report back to the Board and Councils with a recommendation on if and how to proceed.  Carried

J)  NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Committee, Boards and Appointments for 2017 – Council discussion on what committees they want to be on.
· The By-Law will be forthcoming at the first regular Council meeting in January 2017.
K)  BY-LAWS:
1. By-Law # 2016- 835, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.

Res:  224

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson read and pass by-law # 2016-835, being a bylaw to confirm meeting proceedings.   Carried



L)  HEALTH & SAFETY: None
M)  CLOSED MEETING:   
1.   Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board employees;

2.  A proposed or pending acquisition or disposition of land by the municipality or local board.

· Approval of the previous closed sessions minutes from 2016.

Res:  225

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Township of Johnson proceed in Closed session at 8:10 p.m. in order to 

address a matter pertaining to:
1.  Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board employees;

2.  A proposed or pending acquisition or disposition of land by the municipality or local board.

· Approval of the previous closed sessions minutes from 2016.
Carried


Res:  226

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting to the public at 8:15 

            p.m.  Carried



N)  ADJOURNMENT:

Res:  227

Moved by:   C. Ross



Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting at 8:17 p.m.    Carried
_______________


                        __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
______________________








Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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