CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Council Meeting
December 16, 2015
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Wednesday December 16, 2015 at the Township of Johnson Community Centre, 1 Cameron Avenue, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors – Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Lorne Robinson, Cameron Ross
Staff:
Clerk – Ruth Kelso, Treasurer - Paula Spurway, CBO/By-Law Officer – Kevin Morris.
A)  CALL TO ORDER:
Res:  409

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by: C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting at 5:00 p.m.  Carried


     B)  CO
NFLICT OF INTEREST:  None Declared
C)  ACCOUNTS:  
Res: 410

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Accounts as presented.  Carried
D)  MINUTES:

Res:  411

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  L. Robinson
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Minutes of November 18, 2015 as presented.  Carried
E) DELEGATIONS:   
1. Anthony Rossi – Township Auditor.

· Reviewed the Draft Financial Statement for 2014

· For 2016, Council requested the staff to endeavor to meet the target of submitting the books/financial records to the Auditor by the end of June, with the Auditor to finalize the Financial Statement by the end of August.

Res:  412

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council accept the 2014 Financial Statement as presented.  Carried

Res:  413

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the transfer of the surplus of the Volunteer Fire Department budget in 2015 to Fire Department reserves to enable the department to complete the budgeted items in 2016.  Carried

2. Nathalie Lefort, Interim Executive Assistant, Blind River District Health Centre – Pre-Capital Submission for Thessalon Hospital Site.

· She has requested rescheduling to 2016.

3. Zahida Croskery – Discuss the future of the Gordon Lake Hall.

· Deferred
F) STAFF REPORTS:  None

G)  COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MINUTES & REPORTS: 
1.  Councillor M. Hopkins – proposal for submission for funding through the Ontario Trillium Funding to reach the Accessibility requirements for the township office.

· Councillor M. Hopkins – The Provincial government has mandated that “Public” buildings be accessible for all Ontarians, the township is not in compliance with this requirement.
· CBO/By-Law Officer K. Morris reviewed the process for applying for Trillium Funding:

· They will accept one municipal application for funding at a time.  
· Once completed another application may be submitted.  
· If submitted for the April deadline, you should know if approved by end of June.

Res:  414

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves submission of an application for a Capital grant of $150,000.00 with the Ontario Trillium Fund to reach Accessibility at the Township Office.  Carried

2.  Councillor C. Ross – proposal for submission for funding through the Ontario Trillium Funding for a business study pertaining to housing and consolidation of municipal services at the JTCC.

· Councillor C. Ross - To look at possible options to deal with the deficit of the arena.  The arena is operating at a loss.  The proposal would be a long term development project.  
· Councillor M. Hopkins – in past meetings with ADSAB there is limited government funding for such proposals.  Is this proposal to get rid of the arena?

· Councillor C. Ross – No, we can either repurpose the arena or accept that it runs at a loss.
Res:  415

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  L. Robinson

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the submission of an application for funding under the Ontario Trillium Foundation for a grant of $75,000.00 for a business study pertaining to housing and consolidation of municipal services at the Johnson Township Community Centre.  Deferred
Action:  A meeting will be arrange in 2016 for Mayor T. Hicks, Councillor C. Ross and Clerk with the Township Solicitor and Auditor to discuss the proposal of developing an “arms-length corporation”.
3. Joint Landfill Site Committee – minutes from December 10, 2015 meeting – need consensus on the following items of recommendation by the Committee:

a)  Resolution # L2015-18 – Eliminate “Free Dump Days” and replace with one ticket per owner, to be used any time throughout the year.

· This proposal is on a trial bases.   Once stats are collected on use and acceptance, this method may be changed. 

Res:  416

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the recommendation from the Landfill Site Committee as per the following:

· The elimination of the “Free Dump Days” as conducted at present and be replaced with one ticket per owner that would entitle the owner to one “Free Dump Day” to be used anytime throughout the year (during regular hours of landfill site operation).  Carried

b) The “Landfill Site By-Law” for operations and maintenance – review by Solicitor.
Res:  417

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  L. Robinson
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the hiring of the Johnson Township Solicitor to review the “Joint Landfill Site” By-Law at a cost of $750.00 to be divided by both townships.  Carried
H)  CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION:   
1.  Council education portion – articles of interest.

· Information only.

Res:  418

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Correspondence/Information section “H” as presented.  Carried

I)  OLD BUSINESS:  
1.  ADMA (deferred from Nov 18, 2015 meeting) requesting financial support for the Arts Council of Sault Ste. Marie and District.
Res:  419

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson endorses and supports the request from ADMA to assist the Arts Council of Sault Ste. Marie and District with a donation of $307.00.  Carried

J)  NEW BUSINESS:
1.  Algoma Insurance Brokers Limited – municipal insurance program proposal for 2016.
Res:  420

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the 2016 Municipal Insurance Renewal from Algoma Insurance Brokers in the amount of $54,816.00 plus taxes.  Carried
Action:  The Algoma Insurance Broker will be invited to a meeting early in 2016 to review the policy with Council and Staff.
2.  Matthews Memorial Hospital Association (MMHA) – information on the Associations up and coming events and request for financial assistance.

· Council confirmed the budgeted amount of $2,500.00 for 2015 for the townships financial contribution.
3. Algoma District School Board - Offering the Johnson Tarbutt School property for sale at “fair 

                            Market” value.  Deadline for submitting an offer is March 1, 2016.
· Mayor T. Hicks will enquire if the School Board would be willing to sell off part of the land (sports fields) that is adjacent to the school and if any of the portable buildings are for sale and how they may be purchased.
· Council was concerned if the property was purchased by the township, what would be entailed with the cleanup that would be needed and liability involved, i.e. demolition of any of the buildings, soil contamination and playground equipment.
· Deferred to first meeting in 2016.

K)  BY-LAWS:
1.   By-Law # 2015-810, being a bylaw to establish a Property Standards By-Law.
Res:  421

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015-810, being a by-law to establish a Property Standards By-Law.  Carried

2.  By-Law # 2015-811, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.

Res: 422

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  L. Robinson
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015 – 811, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.  Carried


L)  HEALTH & SAFETY:  None


M)  CLOSED MEETING:   None


N)  ADJOURNMENT:

Res:  423

Moved by:   J. Kern



Seconded by:  L. Robinson
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting at 6:35 p.m.    Carried

___________________


          __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
_________________________








Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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