CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Council Meeting
April 20, 2016
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Wednesday April 20, 2016 at the Township of Johnson Community Centre, 1 Cameron Avenue, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors – Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Cameron Ross, Lorne Robinson
Staff:
Clerk – Ruth Kelso, CBO/By-Law Officer – Kevin Morris, Paula Spurway – Treasurer (arrived at 5:50 p.m.)  Public Works Superintendent – Randy Spurway
A)  CALL TO ORDER:
Res: 60

Moved by:  C. Ross

Seconded by: L. Robinson
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  Carried


     B)  CO
NFLICT OF INTEREST:  None Declared
C)  ACCOUNTS:  
Res: 61

Moved by:  J. Kern

Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Accounts as presented.  Carried
D)  MINUTES:

Res:  62

Moved by:  M. Hopkins
Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Minutes of March 16th. and March 23rd  as presented.  Carried
E) DELEGATIONS:   
1.  Cindy Stobie – water bills and overage charges, explain why water leaks cost so much?
· Did not attend.

2. Cathy Smith – input in the 2016 budget to reducing taxes.

· Requesting Council to pick a target in their budgeting.

· Over a 5 year period taxes have increased by 40 percent, 8% annually
· Asked Council to reduce Wages and Expenses by 20 to 25%.

· Council was asked to pass a resolution to set a target yearly and work towards this.

· Is it necessary to give money to everyone who asks?

· It is not necessary to contribute to Doctor Recruitments.

Mayor T. Hicks – Thanked Cathy for her input.

Councillor M. Hopkins – our tax rate did not go up 8% annually.

Councillor C. Ross – Last year our tax rate went down 5%.  Did not see any evidence that our rates went up 8% in the past.  The increase may be referencing assessment increases.
Councillor L. Robinson – our mill rate is the highest in the area.  Need to cut services and reduce.  

Councillor M. Hopkins – no one will move here if there are no services.

F) STAFF REPORTS:  

1.  Public Works Superintendent – presentation of roads budget.
· See end of minutes

2. Intern Report – Advance Social Media Workshop.

Res:  63

Moved by:  J. Kern

Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Interns Report as presented.  Carried

3. Clerks & Treasurers Report – Request for information process.

· Councillor L. Robinson – if you put the information on the web site you would not have requests.

· Councillor M. Hopkins – was asked for information on who pays for the water system in the Hamlet.  Answered the same question numerous times.

· Treasurer – have directed ratepayers to the Financial Information Return (FIR), for information – the FIR pulls data  from different schedules but they did not differentiate between different circumstances i.e. the water users in the Hamlet verses households in the township.    The government gives a disclaimer on the FIR – Users of the Data should be cautious with aggregating Data and/or making comparisons between Municipalities and/or between different Reporting years.
· Councillor J. Kern – Some requests can drag on for a long time.
Res:  64

Moved by:  J. Kern

Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the process as outlined for General Information requests as present.  Fees will reflect those charged by M.F.I.P.P.A.  Carried

Res:  65

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Clerks & Treasurers Report as presented.  Carried
G) COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MINUTES & REPORTS: 
1. Councillor M. Hopkins – Central Algoma Rural Health Care Steering Committee Report from the March 17, 2016 and April 7, 2016 meetings.

2. Councillor M. Hopkins – Huron North West Professional Recruitment and Retention Committee Report from April 4, 2016 meeting.

3. Council education portion – procedural bylaw review. 

4. Councillor M. Hopkins – Algoma District Municipal Association Report from the April 16, 2016 meeting in Spanish.  

· Both Mayor T. Hicks and Councillor M. Hopkins attended the ADMA meeting.
· Mayor T. Hicks – re:  Bill 181 – Councillors will not be able to be Fire Fighters.
· Councillor M. Hopkins – they are looking for skilled based Councillors similar to medical boards.
· Mayor T. Hicks – re:  recycling, changes will bcoming – reducing packages.

· Council M. Hopkins – they are looking at the companies to pay for the landfill site due to the packaging.

· Councillor C. Ross – re:  equitable costs for Dr. Recruitment – does not want to see a set amount per ratepayer.

· Councillor M. Hopkins – they are asking for $10.00 per person.  Giving Dr. incentives.

· Councillor C. Ross – Attraction costs verses retention costs.  Longer signing contracts less attraction costs.

· Councillor M. Hopkins – meeting on April 27, 2016.  We cannot compete with Blind River for Dr. Recruitment. 

Res:  66

Moved by:  C. Ross 


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Section “G” Council/Committee Minutes and Reports as presented.  Carried
H)  CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION:   
1. Pascuzzi & Berlingieri Law Firm & Calam Rossi Chartered Accountants – Discussion on the JTCC Arena pertaining to “Not for Profit” and a Municipal Housing Corporation. 

· Councillor C. Ross – this represents a yes to set up a “not for profit”

· There is a need to apply for funding under Trillium to proceed with a study.

2. David Ransohoff – Asking Council to amend the Official Plan when under review to address the issue of landlocked properties and their inability to be severed.

· To develop the property he would have to apply for an “amendment” to the Official Plan.  Which is a costly venture.

· Councillor C. Ross – said the property owner need not do this, only needs to apply for an exception to the Official Plan (no fee involved) to the Planning Board and would need Councils confirmation of approval to proceed with the severance. The Clerk was asked to notify Mr. Ransohoff of such.

· Discussed the need to change the Official Plan to reflect the changes needed to develop “land locked” properties – to assist similar properties in the township.

Res:  67

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Section “H” Correspondence/Information as presented.  Carried

I)  OLD BUSINESS:  None
J)  NEW BUSINESS:
1. Tulloch Engineering - Annual Report -2015 for the Township of Johnson and Township of Tarbutt & Tarbutt Additional Landfill Site. (Available for review at the township office or on the township website).
Res:  68

Moved by:  L. Robinson

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resoled that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts The Joint Landfill Site Annual Report for 2015 as presented.

2. Waters Environmental Geosciences Ltd – Monitoring program Trigger Criteria Assessment for the Joint Landfill Site (available for review at the township office).
Res:  69

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts The Joint Landfill Site Monitoring program Trigger Criteria Assessment as presented.  Carried

3. Algoma Veterinary Committee – Membership dues $427.05 for 2016.
· Councillor L. Robinson – if it is a program for livestock, should get the people who use this to contribute verses one’s who do not use it, pay.
· Councillor C. Ross – is it the Municipalities responsibility to pay?  We do benefit from local produce.
· Councillor M. Hopkins – who is paying, other municipalities?
· Mayor T. Hicks – will ask a representative to attend a Council meeting to discuss this annual request.
Res:  70

Moved by:   C. Ross


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the 2016 Algoma Veterinary Assistance Program for a cost of $427.05.  Deferred
4. Sault Ste. Marie & District SPCA – 2016 Annual User Fee for $500.00.
Res:  71

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the 2016 User Fee of $500.00 for the Sault Ste. Marie & District SPCA services.  Carried
5. FONOM/MMAH 2016 – Northeastern Municipal Conference May 11th – 13th, 2016 Timmins.
6. Kenneth Reid – requests re:  Lagoon fence and cleaning out of culverts.
· The PWS - the fence is damaged, it fences in the 2 lagoons.  Would need gates for entrance for service of the lagoons.
· Mayor T. Hicks – it would have been a requirement with the Ministry of Environment at the time of building in the late 1980.
· The PWS – the ditches on the township property have been cleaned out, the Railway has been informed about the beaver dams under the trestle.  
· The PWS – will tender out the installation of the page wire fencing if approved.
Res:  72

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  L. Ross

Be it resolved that Johnson Township replace the fencing and gates necessary to secure the sewage lagoon from livestock.  Carried

7. Desbarats to Echo Bay Planning Board – application for consent.
Res:  73

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the consent application # J2016-05, 4451 Government Road, Desbarats with the recommendations of the Township Planner.
8. Macdonald, Meredith & Aberdeen Additional – requesting support of their resolution to the Minister of Health and Long Term Care to provide financial assistance for the rental costs of the facility to house the North Channel Nurse Practitioner –LED Clinic-Satellite in Echo Bay.
Res:  74

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  L. Robinson
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson supports and endorses the resolution from the Township of Macdonald, Meredith & Aberdeen Additional in their resolution to the Minister of Health and Long Term Care to provide financial assistance for the facility for the North Channel Nurse Practitioner-LED Clinic-Satellite in  Echo Bay.  Carried

Public Works Superintendent (PWS) – presentation of roads budget. (as per Section F (1)
· Reviewed the proposed roads budget with Council.
· Asked for a 3% increase in wages due to cost of living.

· Councillor C. Ross – informed that the cost of living is only 1.4% in 2015

· Would like to proceed with the brushing component of the budget, ideal time to brush.

Council approved having this tendered out – by a brusher.

· Councillor L. Robinson wanted to look at other options verses a brusher.  Could we spray as brushing – like Algoma Power.
· PWS – would need MOE approval for spraying.
· Councillor L. Robinson – Echo Bay got a grant for LED lights.  

· Councillor J. Kerns – have talked with the same contractor, he will be doing a report on our lights.

· To remove beaver dams – must have a licensed beaver trapper present.

· Discussed the need for 2 new docks at the local government docks in Desbarats.   There is a safety concern due to the condition of the older docks. 

· Council approved advertising the old docks for sale

· Councillor C. Ross – requested numbers on the capital spent on the roads budget for the last few years.
· Councillor L. Robinson – goal to reduce taxes, cannot increase our spending.  Should do a study on what road work is needed.
· Councillor C. Ross – from the existing study, should prioritize capital projects and do if funding comes available.
Res:  75

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council approves the purchase of 2 floating docks from Kensington Marina at a maximum cost of $5,000.00 installed.  Carried



CLOSE SESSION:


Res:  76

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Township of Johnson Council proceed in Closed session at 8:00 p.m. in order to address a matter pertain to:  

· Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board employees;

· Labour relations or employee negotiations.  Carried

Res:  77

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the closed session to the public at 8:23 p.m.  Carried


The lobby was checked to see if anyone stayed for the remainder of the meeting – no one had.

K)  BY-LAWS:
1.  By-Law # 2016 – 819, being a bylaw respecting Committee, Boards and Appointments for the Township of Johnson.


Res:  78

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve By-Law # 2016-819 being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.  Carried

Res:  79

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council agrees to pay the interim equipment operator a wage of $25.00 per hour.  Carried

Res:  80

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that Council approves the payment of OMERS arrears in regards to the P.W.S. in the amount of $9,270.82.  Carried




L)  HEALTH & SAFETY:  
1.  Automated External Defibrillator (AED), First Aid and CPR – All full time staff have completed these training requirements.


M)  CLOSED MEETING:   See previous to section (K)


N)  ADJOURNMENT:

Res:  81

Moved by:   C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.    Carried

___________________


          __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
_________________________








Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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