CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Council Meeting
May 18, 2016
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Wednesday May 18, 2016 at the Township of Johnson Community Centre, 1 Cameron Avenue, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors – Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Cameron Ross, Lorne Robinson
Staff:
Clerk – Ruth Kelso, CBO/By-Law Officer – Kevin Morris, Paula Spurway – Treasurer, Public Works Superintendent – Randy Spurway
Delegations:
1. Algoma Public Health – Peggy Lund, Customer Service Supervisor

· Andrea Matholi, Forestry Department

2.  RAIN/SSMIC – David Thompson
3.  Blind River District Health Centre – Gaston Lavigne

A)  CALL TO ORDER:
Res: 85

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by: J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  Carried


     B)  CO
NFLICT OF INTEREST:  None Declared
C)  ACCOUNTS:  
Res: 86

Moved by:  J. Kern



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Accounts as presented.  Carried
D)  MINUTES:

Res:  87

Moved by:  J. Kern



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Minutes of April 6, 20 and May 2, 2016 as amended.  Carried
E) DELEGATIONS:   See below.
F)  STAFF REPORTS:  

1. Clerks Report – Pertaining to clarification on April 20, 2016, Section (H) and subsection (2) and Official Plan amendments.
· Clarification on amendments to the Townships Official Plan.
Res:  88

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Clerk’s Report as presented.  Carried

G) COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MINUTES & REPORTS: 
1.  Johnson & Tarbutt Township Landfill Committee – minutes of April 13, 2016 meeting.
Res:  89

Moved by:  M. Hopkins 


Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Section “G” Council/Committee Minutes and Reports as presented.  Carried
H)  CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION:   
1.  Council education portion – Taking Care of Your Drinking Water, a guide for members of Municipal Councils (What you need to know about your drinking water responsibilities.

2.  2016 Draft Township Budget – to be reviewed at the May 25th budget meeting.

Res:  90

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Section “H” Correspondence/Information as presented.  Carried

I)  OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Desbarats Drinking Water System Financial Plan #275-301 - PUC requires a formal resolution of the final approved Plan by Council.  Council approved draft Plan by resolution #10 at the January 15, 2014 meeting.
· The Treasurer reiterated that the township, through new government regulations was required to prepare a plan.    The main purpose is to help Council plan ahead – used as a guide, if situation change the plan can be changed.
Res:  91

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

WHEREAS the Township of Johnson received a Municipal Drinking Water Licence # 275-101 for the Township’s Drinking System dated August 23, 2011;

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Township of Johnson endorses Financial Plan # 275-301 for the Township’s Drinking Water System which satisfies the requirements set out in Ontario Regulation 453/07.  

AND FURTHER that the Ministry of Environment be advised that preparation of the Financial Plan identifies a significant financial burden to the water system users over the 10 year period and that financial assistance to help small communities must be provided.  Carried

2.  Algoma District School Board – Discussion on pursuing the options in obtaining the Johnson Tarbutt Public School.

· The School Board is disposing of the property because it is obsolete.
· If the township is not interested – it will be offered for sale to the public.

· Is there an interest by Council to look into the building further i.e.  Inspection, walk about.
· The board has said in the past they were not interested in severing off the land from the building.

· The Council discussed obtaining the property with the school and if there is liability involved with any contaminated building or soil.  
· Flat roof, hard to maintain.

· The building has not been condemned.  

· Is there a deficiency list of the building?  Could some of the building be salvaged?

· The consensus of Council was interest in land not the building.

Res:  92

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson agree to pursue the option of obtaining the Johnson Tarbutt Public School from the Algoma District School Board.  Defeated

Res:  93

Moved by;   C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council respond to the Algoma District School Board with an expression of interest in obtaining the Johnson-Tarbutt Central School property in all or in part without the building.  Carried

Delegations:

1.  Algoma Public Health – Peggy Lund, Customer Service Supervisor

· Andrea Matholi, Forestry Department


· Safety & environment:

·  Promoting to staff and public, awareness around the lines.

· “Ontario One Call” – call before you dig.

· Corridor for life and pollinators and control vegetation.

· Meeting with local roads crews – managing ditching and dealing with hydro poles.

· Customer Services:

· The 10% reduction on the bills has been eliminated.

· New Ontario Electricity Support Program (OESP) - $30 to $72 per month income base assistance.

· Debt retirements is off the residential customer, not the seasonal properties.

· Phone line for troubled calls and outage will be an insert with the bills.
· Survey – provides more information about proposed outages, back door #’s and establish times for outages.

· Roads crew could assist by contacting API on down lines 

· $2,000.00 light incentive programs

· Operating:
· Capital work plan for the township – Boyer Drive, planning the replacement of some hydro poles.

· Community Events – make sure we send in our calendar of events, plus larger rental events.

· Will be returning to the township with vegetation Management in 2018.

· Regulatory:

· It is11th year that API has been attending Council meetings to discuss their engagement in the municipality.  Does Council think it is time well spent?

· Willing to be more involved with the municipality i.e. meetings etc.  Reach out to the public with information on capital plans

· At present are involved in Sustain Expo and may join in the townships Community Day events.

2. RAIN/SSMIC – David Thompson

· Overview to the pilot project.

· Building food and farms in the north
· Pasture and farm improvement

· Value added processing and job creation.

· 45 projects with the micro-grant program for creating new projects $5,000.00 grant.

· Tile drainage programs –covering 50% of cost, through NOHFC

· Crop trials

· Next Generation North Project – business plans.  Asking the township for $3,000.00 over 3 year commitment of $1,000.00/per year.

3. Blind River District Health Centre – Gaston Lavigne, CEO
· In 2013 the Thessalon and Matthews Memorial Hospital sites were integrated with the Blind River District Health Centre creating the “Rural Hub”.

· The Thessalon Hospital site cannot continue to operate in the current physical environment to safely and effectively provide quality services.

· Pointed out some of the deficiencies of the Thessalon Hospital – limited beds, observation room (with no privacy or safety), no isolation area.
· Developed a Pre-Capital Submission for a new hospital adjacent to the existing Thessalon Hospital and the Algoma Manor.

· The anticipated plan/project cost is ten million.

· The Blind River District Health Centre would need to fundraise approximately 10% of the project cost - $1,000,000.00, as their portion/contribution to the project. 

· The area municipalities would be asked to contribute to this fundraiser.

J)  NEW BUSINESS:
1. Central Algoma Secondary School Graduations – Grade 8’s and Grade 12’s:   Requesting donations towards the graduation awards.

Res:  94

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  L. Robinson

Be it resoled that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the donation of $300.00 to the CASS 2016 Grade 12 Graduation Ceremonies and $50.00 to the CASS 2016 Grade 8 Graduation Ceremonies.  Carried

2. Central Algoma Freshwater Coalition – requesting financial contribution of $2,184.91 towards the operational costs of the CAFC.

· Councillor C. Ross – some of activities positive, some restrictive.  Assist in transfer property to non-status.
· Councillor M. Hopkins – are they targeting beaver dams, what happened with the beaver baffles
· Councillor L. Robinson – re-evaluate what they do for us.

Res:  95

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the donation of $2,184.91 towards the Central Algoma Freshwater Coalition.  Defeated

3. Senior of the Year – nomination.

Res:  96

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  L. Robinson

Be it resolved that Council nominate Lee and Pat Taylor as Seniors of the Year.  Carried

4. Sustain Algoma Expo 2016 – requesting the donation of the JTCC Arena Floor for July 22 for the setup and July 23rd for the event.

Res:  97

Moved by:  L. Robinson

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the donation of Arena floor for the Sustain Algoma Expo setup on July 22 and the event on July 23, 2016.  Defeated
Res:  98

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by; C. Ross
Be it resolved that Council approves the donation of Friday, July 22nd, 2016 rent of the Arena floor to the Sustain Algoma Expo and require payment of normal rent rate for Saturday July 23rd., 2016.  Carried
5.  Bridge Inspection 2016 Tender Result – Only one tender received from Tulloch Engineering in the amount of $4,436.38 including taxes.
Res:  99

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council approves the tender from Tulloch Engineering in the amount of $4,436.38 including taxes re:  Bridge Inspections.  Carried
K)  BY-LAWS:
1.  By-Law # 2016 – 821, being a bylaw to impose water rates for the maintenance and management of the water system and establish classifications for the system.
· Councillor M. Hopkins explained by-law changes.  Includes a Capital Improvement Reserve total of $13,300.00.  This may be leverage with future provincial and federal funding.
· Councillor L. Robinson – the FIR shows the water system is in the minus of $60,000.00  and the FIR shows other years in the minus.
· Treasurer P. Spurway – cannot confirm these numbers.

· Councillor L. Robinson – need to raise water rates by 20%

· Treasurer P. Spurway – clarified the water and sewer budget are separate, they are netted out, to a balanced budget amount.

· Councillor C. Ross – would not agree to have grant funding used for the water and sewer budgets.


Res:  100

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve By-Law # 2016-821 being a by-law to impose water rates for the maintenance and management of the water system and establish classification for the system.  Carried
Recorded vote:  Yes – Councillor M. Hopkins, Councillor J. Kern, Mayor T. Hicks

                           No – Councillor L. Robinson, Councillor C. Ross

2. By-Law # 32016-820, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.
Res:  101

Moved by:  L. Robinson

Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson read and pass By-Law # 2016-820, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.  Carried



L)  HEALTH & SAFETY:  None



M)  CLOSED MEETING:   


Res:  102

Moved by:  J. Kern



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Township of Johnson Council proceed in Closed session at 7:54 p.m. in order to address a matter pertain to:  

· Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board employees;

· Labour relations or employee negotiations.  Carried

Res:  103

Moved by:  L. Robinson


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the closed session to the public at 8:30 p.m.  Carried


N)  ADJOURNMENT:

Res:  104

Moved by:   C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.    Carried

___________________


          __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
_________________________








Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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