CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Council Meeting
March 16, 2016
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Wednesday March 16, 2016 at the Township of Johnson Community Centre, 1 Cameron Avenue, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors – Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Cameron Ross, Lorne Robinson
Staff:
Clerk – Ruth Kelso, CBO/By-Law Officer – Kevin Morris, Paula Spurway - Treasurer
Visitors:
Attached list.

A)  CALL TO ORDER:
Res: 45

Moved by:  J. Kern

Seconded by: M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting at 5:30 p.m.  Carried


     B)  CO
NFLICT OF INTEREST:  None Declared
C)  ACCOUNTS:  
Res: 46

Moved by:  M. Hopkins
Seconded by:  L. Robinson
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Accounts as presented.  Carried
D)  MINUTES:

Res:  47

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Minutes of February 17th and 23rd as presented.  Carried
E) DELEGATIONS:   
1.  Edith Orr, Johnson Farmers Market re:  2016 rental agreement.  See discussion below.

F) STAFF REPORTS:  

1. Treasurer’s Report – responses to information or questions that were brought forward by Councillors at the Special Council meeting on February 23, 2016.  
· Clarification on information from previous meeting.

· Farm Tax Credit – waiting for report from the Ministry.

Res:  48

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Treasurers Report as presented.  Carried
G) COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MINUTES & REPORTS: 
1.  Councillor M. Hopkins Report – Accessibility compliance for the township.
· Research estimates for addition if dollars should come available.
· Discussed opening up the entrance to enable wheel chair access.  Not able due to support wall locations.

· If we are doing addition it would include the return of the meetings to the office/garage location.

· Staff will report on the options available.

Res:  49

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson obtaining quotations for the construction of the addition to the Township Office to reach the “Accessibility” requirements for the township.  Defeated.
H)  CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION:   
1. Township of Burpee and Mills – correspondence to the Premier of Ontario on their concerns and requests re:  Conservation Land Tax Incentive Programs and their tax exempt status.

2. Council education portion – procedural bylaw review. 
Res:  50

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  L. Robinson
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Section “H” Correspondence/Information as presented.  Carried

Council education portion – procedural bylaw review.

· The Procedural Bylaw is enacted to govern the proceedings of Council, the conduct of its members and the calling of meetings.

· The Procedural By-Law # 2001-433, should be reviewed numerous times during the mandate of Council.

· The following items were reviewed: 1)  Preparation of Agenda’s  2)  Presiding Officer – Head of Council  3)  Quorum present  4)  Motions or otherwise referred to as Resolutions.

· Further sections of the procedural bylaw will be reviewed at future meetings.

I)  OLD BUSINESS:  
1.  Gordon Lake Hall – The Gordon Lake Social Club has accepted the Council’s option # 2 as offered at the January 20, 2016 Council meeting.  Further they have offered the following recommendations.
· Councillor Robinson had not attended the meeting in January, asked what were the two options.  Questioned if they are taking over the operation of the hall, why will they not take the ownership of the hall?
· Councillor Ross reiterated what Councils decision was at the January 20, 2016 meeting and read the section of the minutes pertaining to the options offered to the Gordon Lake Social Club.

Res:  51

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the recommendations presented by the Gordon Lake Social Club:

· The Social Club will have the authority to negotiate special rates

· Set the standard one time rate at $50.00 including HST

· The Social Club will process all rental agreements and collect rent to be submit to the township office.

· The Social Club will submit monthly reports on the activities conducted at the hall.

· All rental enquires will be directed to the Social Club contacts for bookings and information.

·  The township will post the availability and options of the Gordon Lake Hall on the township website with contact information.  Carried

DELEGATION:

Johnson Farmers Market – representatives:  Edith Orr and Judy Hughes
· At the request of Council, the representatives were asked to attend a Council meeting to discuss the subsidy that the township contributes to the rent of the Farmers Market.
· Council enquired if there could be a reduction in the electricity and water usage?  
· The CBO/Bylaw Officer with reference to his report from the February 17, 2016 meeting stated that Hydro One has an appliance calculator which enables you to estimate cost of use of appliances.

· The Farmers Market is in the process of paying off the loan for the addition to the pavilion.

· Council C. Ross noted that we should not raise the rental rate until the Farmers Market have paid back the loan to the township.

· The Farmers Market arranges many concurrent events and these events pay full rent.

· They use the water collected in rain barrels for washing vegetables.

· The Farmers Market would ask that Council consider purchasing a large refrigerator for the canteen and a range.  They would be both energy efficient and possibly cost savings.

· Council will consider these requests during budget deliberation.

Res:  52

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Council sets the 2016 rent to the Johnson Farmer’s Market at $1,550.00.  Carried
J)  NEW BUSINESS:
1. Essentials of Municipal Fire Protection & Emergency Management – June 13, 2016 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Bruce Mines, Cost $20.00 per person.  Registration deadline – May 27/16

· Council will notify the office if they are able to attend – deadline to register is May 27/16

2. Township of St. Joseph – re:  Matthews Memorial Hospital, possible cutting of hours of operation.  Requesting support of their resolution to the Blind River District Health Centre to re-affirm its commitment to maintaining 24-Hour Emergency care at the Matthews Memorial Hospital.

Councillor C. Ross - recused himself from voting on this issue, he is presently a Board member on the Blind River District Health Council Board.
Res:  53

Moved by:  L. Robinson

Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson supports and endorses the Township of St. Joseph’s resolution # 16-69 in their request to the Blind River District Health Centre to re-affirm its commitment to maintaining 24 –Hour Emergency care at the Matthews Memorial Hospital.  Carried
Re:  I (Old Business) #1.  Gordon Lake Hall

Res:  54

Moved by:  L. Robinson

Seconded by:  C. Ross


Be it resolved that with respect to the acceptance by the Gordon Lake Social Club of option two for the two year operation of the Gordon Lake Hall, the hall will be divested if the option two conditions are not met at the end of that period.  Carried

3. Councillor Lorne Robinson – re:   Councils responses to email – etiquette and protocol.
· Councillor L. Robinson - he was concerned with email sent by Pollards and they did not get any answers.
· This email was addressed to Mayor and Council, should be put on the agenda and give them answers.
· He is concerned that there will be further legal costs if we do not answer.
· He wants enforcing of the bylaw.
· Councillor C. Ross offered his responses to the Pollards questions:
· Question on 1981, not sure?
· OMB – decision – decision on trailers, should implement and charge licenses fees.
· Complaints should be proactive – make plan and start.  Have a complaint process – would like a response from staff.
· Development of Lake – this is included in the Neilson’s Report
· Mayor T. Hicks – it was a decision of Council to be reactive.
· Clerk noted that the agenda topic was “etiquette and protocol, not a discussion on an actual email received by Council.    For transparency of the meeting agenda – if the topic is not on the agenda it should not be discussed.    Council agreed.
· Councillor L. Robinson wanted the actual email from the Pollards on a future agenda.
· The Clerk did address the “Etiquette and Protocol” topic on the agenda – Ratepayers would appreciate an acknowledgment of an email with a plan of a further response in the future.
4. Desbarats Drinking Water System Waterworks # 210001870, Annual & Summary Report 2015
Res:  55

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  L. Robinson

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Desbarats Drinking Water System Waterworks # 210001870 Annual & Summary Reports 2015 as presented by PUC Services.  Carrie

K)  BY-LAWS:
1.  By-Law # 2016 – 818, being a bylaw respecting Committee, Boards and Appointments for the Township of Johnson.


Res:  56

Moved by:  L. Robinson


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve By-Law # 2016-818, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.  Carried




L)  HEALTH & SAFETY:  None


M)  CLOSED MEETING:   None


N)  ADJOURNMENT:

Res:  57

Moved by:   C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting at 6:35 p.m.    Carried

___________________


          __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
_________________________








Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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