CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Council Meeting
January 21, 2015
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the acting Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Wednesday, January 21, 2015 at the Township of Johnson Council Chambers at 1 Johnson Drive, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors – Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Cameron Ross, Lorne Robinson
Staff:
Clerk – Ruth Kelso, Treasurer - Paula Spurway
Visitors:
Frank Hicks

DELEGATIONS/VISITORS:  
1.  Anthony Rossi, CA Township Auditor
A)  CALL TO ORDER:
Res:  01

Moved by:  M. Hopkins  


Seconded by: J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting at 4:00 p.m.  Carried


     B)  CO
NFLICT OF INTEREST:  None Declared
C)  ACCOUNTS:  
Res: 02

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Accounts as presented.  Carried
D)  MINUTES:

Res:  03  

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the minutes of December 17, 2014 as presented. Carried
E) DELEGATION:   
Anthony S. Rossi, PA, CA of Calam & Rossi Chartered Accountants LLP – attended the meeting to present an overview of the 2013 Audit.
· The auditing process was outlined for Council i.e. sampling checks on expenditures, payroll, receipts and materiality thresholds.
· Confirmation from all outside levies are confirmed i.e.  School Boards, Social Services, Algoma Public Health

· Discussed review of the internal process for outstanding taxes and water and sewer.

· Discussed the process with tangible assets and the change since 2009 from being expensed verses now being amortized.  All our assets (infrastructure, buildings and vehicles) are tracked in detail for repairs, replacement etc.

· The Municipality is in good financial shape with little debt and with growing reserves.

· Discussed the importance of the continuation of planning for replacement of assets and the need to increase reserves for this purpose.  Need to plan for the future.

Action:  Council accepts the 2013 Audit as presented.

F)  STAFF REPORTS:

1.  Recreation Coordinators Report – review of programs in 2014.
Res:  04

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Recreation Coordinators Report as presented.  Carried

2.  Clerk’s Report – re:  Roads Amalgamated Tender.  

Action:  Deferred

3. Clerk and Treasurer’s Report – office schedule update.

Res:  05

Moved by:  L. Robinson


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the Clerk & Treasurers Report as presented.  Carried

G) COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MINUTES & REPORTS:    None
H)  CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION:   
1. Technical Standard & Safety Authority (TSSA) – response to concerns of inspections in northern Ontario.

2. Central Algoma Freshwater Coalition – Watershed Unification Project (available to view at the office)
Res:  06

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  L. Robinson

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Section “H” 

Correspondence/Information as presented.  Carried

I) OLD BUSINESS:    None


J)  NEW BUSINESS:
1. Algoma Family Services – need permission to sell the “The Great Escape Dream Draw” tickets in the municipality.

Res:  07

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the selling of the Algoma Family Services lottery tickets in the township.  Carried

2. Dr. Harold Trefrey Memorial Centre – request for financial assistance for the community services for seniors on St. Joseph Island and along the North Shore between Bruce Mines and Echo Bay.

Action:  Defer.  Council requested the following information:  a)  Number of Township of Johnson residents who use the services?    b)  What type of usage?  c)  Have the Trefrey Memorial Centre  received any financial commitment from other area municipalities and if so, how much?
3. Johnson Farmers’ Market fee schedule and venues included – yearly review.

Res:  08

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  L. Robinson

Be it resolved that Council approves the increase to the 2015 rental agreement with the Johnson Farmer’s Market by $100.00 plus H.S.T.  Carried

4. Johnson-Tarbutt Central School – requesting financial contribution to the School Skating program.

Res:  09

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson donate five hours of non-prime ice time to the Johnson Tarbutt Home & School Program.  Carried

5. Graystone Environmental – writing on behalf of Tom and Louise Oak, 669 Diamond Lake Road and their concerns with the watercourse affecting their property.

Res:  10

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that Johnson Township engage a qualified Engineer to develop a plan for enlarged culverts and a municipal drainage ditch as required to alleviate water drainage issues on 669 Diamond Lake Road near the property line between Thomas Oak and Christine Auger.  Carried

6. Councillor C. Ross – requested discussion on time of Council meetings.
Action:  Council agreed to change the start time of regular Council meetings from 4:30 p.m., to 5:30 p.m.
7.  FedNor Community Investment Initiative for Northern Ontario (CIINO) Funding available –interest in joining the Regional group for an Economic Development Officer.
Action:  Council agreed to the investigating of a joint Economic Development Officer with the Regional Strategic Plan group, involved in the 2012 Regional Strategic Plan.
K)  BY-LAWS:
1. By-Law # 2015-784, being a by-law to authorize borrowing from time to time to meet current expenditures during the fiscal year ending December 31, 2015.

Res:  11

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  L. Robinson

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015-784, being a bylaw to authorize the borrowing from time to time to meet current expenditures during the fiscal year ending December 31, 2015.  Carried

2. By-Law # 2015-785, being a by-law to set the “tax classes and tax ratios” for 2015.

· Councillor L. Robinson would like to see a tax class for properties on private roads.

· It was discussed that MPAC would probably already incorporate access in their assessment of a property.
Res:  12

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015-785, being a bylaw to set the tax classes and tax ratios for 2015.  Carried

3. By-Law # 2015 –786, being a by-law to provide for an interim tax levy for 2015.

Res:  13

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law #2015-786, being a bylaw to provide for an interim tax levy for 2015.  Carried

4. By-Law # 2015- 782, being a by-law to authorize the execution of an Agreement with the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services of Ontario for the provisions of Police services in the Township of Johnson.

Res:  14

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  L. Robinson

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015-782, being a bylaw to authorize the execution of an Agreement with the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services of Ontario for the provisions of Police services in the Township of Johnson.   Carried

5. By-Law # 2015- 781, being a by-law respecting Committees, Boards and Appointments for the Township of Johnson.

Res:  15

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015-781, being a bylaw respecting Committee’s Boards and Appointments for the Township of Johnson as amended.  Carried
6. By-Law # 2015 – 783, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.
Res:  16

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson reads and passes By-Law # 2015-783, being a bylaw to confirm meeting proceedings.  Carried


L)  HEALTH & SAFETY:  None


M)  CLOSED MEETING:   None
Council meeting schedule:

Next Regular Council meeting: Wednesday, January 21, 2015 at 5:30 p.m.


N)  ADJOURNMENT:

Res:  17

Moved by:   J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting at 7:03 p.m.    Carried

___________________


          __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
_________________________








Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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