CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Council Meeting
February 17, 2016
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the acting Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Wednesday February 17, 2016 at the Township of Johnson Community Centre, 1 Cameron Avenue, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors – Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Cameron Ross, Lorne Robinson
Staff:
Acting Clerk – Paula Spurway, CBO/By-Law Officer – Kevin Morris, 
Visitors:
No sign-ins.
A)  CALL TO ORDER:
Res: 31

Moved by:  C. Ross

Seconded by: M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting at 5:00 p.m.  Carried


     B)  CO
NFLICT OF INTEREST:  None Declared
C)  ACCOUNTS:  
Res: 32

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Accounts as presented.  Carried
D)  MINUTES:

Res:  33

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Minutes of January 20, 2016 as presented.  Carried
E) DELEGATIONS:   
1. Carlo Di Candia, Algoma Financial Group
Mr. DiCandia provided an overview of the insurance policy for the Township of Johnson, summarizing coverage, limits, deductibles and some background information on JLT (Jardine Lloyd Thompson).
· Satisfied with JLT – Coverage is great, good rate stability and JLT knows the market. 
· New for 2016 – Liability premium frozen over next 3 years.

· Property and Equipment is insured at replacement value.  Total Investment Value at present is 10.9 million.

· Provided highlights of Crime, Auto, Volunteer, Council coverage.
· Council could request JLT for further rate stability with a multi-year commitment of business.

· Mr. DiCandia welcomes all communication from Council and staff.
Mayor Hicks thanked Mr. DiCandia for the informative presentation.

2. Gavin Grant: Mr. Grant declined from attending the meeting to speak via email correspondence.
F) STAFF REPORTS:  

1. By-Law Officer/CBO Report – Ontario Trillium grant update.

· The municipality can only apply for grants related to recreation, arts and culture under two categories: Active People or Inspired People.

· Councillor Robinson asked if LED Lighting could fall under any of the categories?   K Morris responded No.

· Councillor Ross suggested that a property purchase for recreation may be a possible fit for a grant application. Mayor Hicks commented that at this point, the school board will not consider any severances to the public school site.

· K. Morris stressed that accessibility issues at the municipal office still need to be dealt with. P.Spurway encouraged council to consider all building concerns when revisiting the accessibility issue.

· Councillor Ross would like use a “holistic” approach when discussing upgrades to the municipal office.  

Res:  34

Moved by:  C. Ross

Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that Council of the Township of Johnson accepts the By-Law Officer/CBO Report on the Ontario Trillium grant update.  Carried

G)  COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MINUTES & REPORTS:   None
H)  CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION:   
1.  Michael Mantha MPP – correspondence to Greyhound Transportation Canada asking them to address the concerns on the reduction of quality services for the people of Algoma-Manitoulin.
Res:  35

Moved by:  L. Robinson

Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson accepts Section “H” Correspondence/Information as presented.  Carried

I). OLD BUSINESS:

1.  J. T. Farmers Market – yearly review of fee schedule.  
The Clerk to request the representatives of the farmers market attend the March or April 2016 regular Council meeting to discuss cost reduction options and rental agreement fees.
Res:  36

Moved by: J. Kern


Seconded by:  C. Ross

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approved the increase of the rental fees to the Johnson Farmers Market for the 2016 market rental season from $1,550.00 plus HST to $_______ plus HST.  As per rental agreement Schedule “C” (to By-Law #2011-665).  Deferred

2.  Public Meeting – discussion. 
Council discussed the rescheduling of the cancelled October 2015 public meeting. 
· Mayor Hicks suggested a good starting point would be to review the survey results as a group since a fair amount of time was invested both administratively and by responding ratepayers.

· C Ross agreed to start with discussion on survey.  One of the reasons for the survey was to provide input to the 2016 budget.

· L Robinson reiterated his preference to have 2 public meetings per year.  Spring and Fall.  Still not clear as to why it has not been rescheduled before now.

· Council agreed to allocate approximately 1 hour during the first Budget Meeting to be held on February 23, 2016 to discuss survey results, public meeting procedure/format and to confirm the new rescheduled date.
· The February 23, 2016 Special Council Meeting re: Budget will start at 6:30 pm.

· The March 23, 2016 Special Council Meeting re: Budget will start at 6:30 pm.

· Clerk will advise Council as to procedure and/or protocol for changes to meeting times and format going forward.

J)  NEW BUSINESS:
1.  Autism Ontario – a) Invitation to participate in Autism Ontario’s “Raise the Flag”.

b) Proclaim April 2, 2016 as World Autism Awareness Day in the Township of Johnson.
Res:  37

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  L Robinson

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson participate in the Autism Ontario “Raise the Flag” campaign on April 4, 2016 and further proclaim April 2, 2016 as World Autism Awareness Day in the Township of Johnson.  Carried
2.  Dr. Harold S. Trefry Memorial Centre – requesting financial assistance.
· C Ross recognizes the value of the organization and services offered through the Trefry Cenre.  Unfortunately when our township requests financial assistance to other municipalities, it is not reciprocated – recreation programming for example.

· J Kern concerned about existing commitments and budgeting.

· M Hopkins is bothered by the lack of contributions made from other townships and municipalities when approached with financial assistance.
Res: 38

Moved by:  M. Hopkins

Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson recognizes the value of services that The Dr. Harold S. Trefry Memorial Centre provides and commits to financial support of $2,333 for the 2016 calendar year.    Defeated

Res:  39

Moved by:  J. Kern


Seconded by:  M. Hopkins

Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson supports The Dr. Harold S. Trefry Memorial Centre and commits to communicate through written correspondence to the Local Health Integration Network (LHIN), the Minister of Health, and MPP Michael Mantha to affirm the need to raise the awareness of the funding shortages that restrict programming for seniors and persons with disabilities that result in growing waitlist for services. Carried
3.  Town of Thessalon – requesting support for their resolution to the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care asking them to provide funding to construct the new hospital facility.
Res:  40

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern
WHEREAS in Thessalon, Ontario, the hospital is part of the Blind River District Health Centre, provides 24 hour emergency services, in patient acute care services and medical imaging.  The existing site is over 50 years in age and was initially designed as a Long Term Care Facility.

WHEREAS the next closest inpatient hospitals include the Sault Area Hospital (SAH) which is 54.2 miles away and requires travel time of 1 hour and 2 minutes and the Blind River District Health Centre which is 35.9 miles away and requires travel time of 38 minutes.  Treatment delays due to proximity issues can lead to substantial illness and fatalities.

WHEREAS this facility is part of the Dawson Street Partnership and Health Campus Model which is comprised of Algoma Manor Nursing Home (houses 96 residents), PHARA complex that hosts 33 totally accessible units with 5 being barrier free, the North Channel Nurse Practitioner-Led Clinic which provides primary health care, plus the Thessalon Hospital.  This model supports the Multi-Sector Rural Health Hub Framework for Ontario.

WHEREAS the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care (MOHLTC) has already invested 15.3 million dollars into the construction of the Algoma Manor Nursing Home, over half a million dollars into renovations to accommodate the North Channel NPLC, plus a huge investment on the part of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing to develop the PHARA complex.  The municipalities and First Nations directly invest substantially into physical recruitment initiatives plus the MOHLTC invests into the Northern Rural Recruitment and Retention program. 

WHEREAS according to a Harvard Business Review, a new hospital reduces the chance of infections due to private rooms by 50% and decreases the length of stay by 10%. The current facility has a small emergency room with inadequate space to accommodate equipment and personnel when caring for seriously ill patients plus a high risk for exposure to infectious diseases with contamination of equipment and supplies.  There is a lack of privacy which could result in violation to the Personal Health Information Protection Act (PHIPA), no wall suction or negative pressure room plus there are not restricted areas for Mental Health patients.

WHEREAS the new hospital would cost approximately 10 million dollars with 1 million of that provided by the municipalities.  Fundraising initiatives are being planned and confirmed –pledges have been made.  The Board of Directors of the Algoma Manor Nursing Home has committed the property to construct the new facility which is adjacent to their facility.  The property lease would cost $1 annually with a 99 year term. 

WHEREAS the construction of the new hospital supports Minister Hoskins’ initiative entitled Patients First:  Action Plan for Health Care and commitment to improve the health care systems in Ontario.
AND WHEREAS we require a commitment to receive funding to construct a new hospital to replace the existing one. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Township of Johnson respectfully requests that the Honourable Dr. Eric Hoskins, Minister of Health and Long Term Care (MOHLTC) provide the funding to construct the new hospital facility.

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that this resolution be sent to the attached list of interest groups requesting their support.

Carried

K)  BY-LAWS:
1.  By-Law # 2016 – 817, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.



Res:  41

Moved by:  C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve By-Law # 2016-817, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.  Carried


L)  HEALTH & SAFETY:  
1. Health & Safety Training – 8 staff members have completed the First Aid and Defibrillator training.



M)  CLOSED MEETING:   None


N)  ADJOURNMENT:

Res:  42

Moved by:   C. Ross


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting at 6:20 p.m.    Carried

___________________


          __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
_________________________








Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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