CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF JOHNSON

 Council Meeting
February 18, 2015
These minutes are comprised of resolutions and the Acting Clerk’s interpretation of the meeting held on Wednesday, February 18, 2015 at the Township of Johnson Council Chambers at 1 Johnson Drive, Desbarats.
Presided by:  

Mayor Ted Hicks
PRESENT:
Council:
Councillors – Marlee Hopkins, Jason Kern, Cameron Ross

Absent - Lorne Robinson
Staff:
Treasurer  (Acting Clerk) - Paula Spurway
Delegation:
Dr. Harold S. Trefry Memorial Centre - Ruthie Stewart, Program Coordinator and Girlie Collins, Area representative.

Visitors:
Mr & Mrs. Peter Pollard
A) CALL TO ORDER:
Res:  231

Moved by:  M. Hopkins  


Seconded by: J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson open the meeting at 5:42 p.m.  Carried


     B)  CO
NFLICT OF INTEREST:  None Declared
C)  ACCOUNTS:  
Res: 232

Moved by:  J. Kern
    


Seconded by:  M Hopkins
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approve the Accounts as presented.  Carried
D)  MINUTES:

Res:  233  

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson approves the minutes of January 21 and February 4, 2015 as presented. 
Carried
E) DELEGATION:   
Dr. Harold Trefry Memorial Centre: Presentation by Ruthie Stewart, Program Coordinator and Girlie Collins, Area Representative.
· Ruthie Stewart provided an extensive overview of services that they provide to the area along with a handout of some of the program/services.
· Programs such as A Day Out (benefits both special needs person and caregiver), transportation to and from medical appointments, Meals on Wheels (not just nutritional meal but also safety check and visit time), Home Maintenance (cleaning, repair, snow removal etc.), In-Home Visiting, Potluck and Diner’s Club, special interest activities, workshops, seminars - all are provided with the help of over 100 volunteers.
· Benefits of these programs: Helps people to remain in their homes, helps to retain residents in the township and appeals to new residents.  Proven that these programs improves mental health and thus directly impacts physical health.
· Good news is there is an increased demand for these services due to growth in senior population and increased awareness of the services available. 
· The request for funding support by area municipalities is due to a shortfall of anticipated provincial dollars.  Program Coordinator hopes this will be a “one time” request as their goal is to not be funded by local municipalities. Funding application for transportation/bussing is in the works.  Confirmation of commitment (financial, resolution of support for provincial lobbying, provide host location) would be appreciated by March 31, 2015.
· Encourages support through attendance at the upcoming “Comedy Night”.  Ruthie Stewart will drop off poster. 
F)  STAFF REPORTS:

1.  Clerk’s Report – Roads Amalgamated Tender for 2015.
Approved the quantity of Calcium (liquid and bags) and the quantity of Culverts/Couplers.
Amended the total quantity of Surface Treatment to 736.5 sq. m of double surface treatment with no submission of single surface treatment amount.

Res:  234

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that Johnson Township Council accepts the Roads Department – Amalgamated Tender as amended.  Carried

Res:  235

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Johnson Township Council accepts the Clerks Report on the Roads Department – Amalgamated Tender.  Carried

2. Clerk’s Report – Assessment reduction for private roads.
MPAC takes into consideration properties with private road access only applying an assessment reduction factor of 20%.  Creation of a new tax class is not feasible. 

Res:  236

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that Johnson Township Council accepts the Clerks Report on the Assessment and reduction for living on private roads.  Carried

G) COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MINUTES & REPORTS:    None
H)  CORRESPONDENCE/INFORMATION:   
1. Technical Standard & Safety Authority (TSSA) – response to St. Joseph’s Township inquiries about enforcement actions at fuel facilities in the area.
I) OLD BUSINESS:    None


J)  NEW BUSINESS:
1. Township of MacDonald, Meredith & Aberdeen Additional – requesting support of their resolution to Algoma Public Health Unit to hire a qualified auditor to report on the financial reports during the Chief Financial Officers employment.
Action: Mayor Hicks to contact Lee Mason for an update and report back to Council.

Res:  237

Moved by:  C. Ross



Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that Johnson Township Council supports the Township of MacDonald, Meredith & Aberdeen Additional resolution asking that the Algoma Public Health Unit hire a qualified auditor to report on the financial reports during the recent Chief Financial Officers employment.  Deferred
2. Rural Municipal Drainage Course – Sault Ste. Marie April 29-30, 2015
Res:  238

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern

Be it resolved that Johnson Township Council approves the attendance of the Clerk and Treasurer and one (1) Council member at the Rural Municipal Drainage Course to be held in Sault Ste. Marie April 29/30, 2015.  Carried

3. Autism Ontario – Invitation to participate in Autism Ontario’s “Raise the Flag” campaign on April 2, 2015 and further proclaim April 2, 2015 World Autism Awareness Day in the Township of Johnson.
Action:  Councillor Kern will look into the location of the flag from last year and arrange to have it raised by the Fire Department.

Action:  Clerk will register our participation prior to the March 13, 2015 deadline.

Res:  239

Moved by:  J. Kern



Seconded by:  M. Hopkins
Be it resolved that Johnson Township Council participate in the Autism Ontario “Raise the Flag” campaign on April 2, 2015 and further proclaim April 2, 2015 World Autism Awareness Day in the Township of Johnson.  Carried

4. Ministry of Transportation – seeking input on whether to consider changing the default speed limit for local roads within urban areas. Johnson Township rate of speed bylaw passed in 2011 outlines Hamlet roads at 40km. 
Action:  None

5. FONOM Conference – Sudbury May 6 – 8, 2015

Action: All Council to review Agenda/Guest Speakers etc. online to see if there is any benefit or interest in attendance.
6. Workplace Safety & Prevention Services – Sault, March 25-26, 2015.

Res:  240

Moved by:  C. Ross 



Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that Johnson Township Council approves the attendance of the Clerk and the Health and Safety Officer at the Workplace Safety and Prevention Services Conference in Sault Ste. Marie, March 25-26, 2015.  Carried

7. Pavilion addition – tenders received
No action at this time.  Edith Orr has requested time to research options as to the financing of the single tender price received.
K) BY-LAWS:
1. By-Law # 2015-787, being a by-law to confirm meeting proceedings.
Res:  241

Moved by:  M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  J. Kern
Be it resolved that Johnson Township Council reads and passes By-Law # 2015-787, being a bylaw to confirm meeting proceedings.  Carried


L)  HEALTH & SAFETY:  None


M)  CLOSED MEETING:   None
Council meeting schedule:

Next Regular Council meeting: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at 5:30 p.m.


N)  ADJOURNMENT:

Res:  242

Moved by:   M. Hopkins


Seconded by:  C. Ross
Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Johnson adjourn the meeting at 7:05 p.m.    Carried

___________________


          __________________________

Date Adopted





Ted Hicks, Mayor
_________________________








Ruth Kelso, CAO/Clerk
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